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| we bave therefore opportunity, let us doe good unto alt men eſpecially 
'$ , tothem that are of the Houſhold of Faith, Gal. 6. 10, ; 


Exbort one another daily , {while it is called to 4 left any of you bee 
* -bardned through the deceitfulneſſe of ſin, Heb. 3. 13. 
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Fit hominum uſquequo gravi corde? ut quid diligicis vanitatem 
et quzritis Mcndacium ? Tempus hocanimabus non corporibus 
nf) aſſhgnatum, dies ſalutis utiquenon voluptatis. Omnia tem» 
. Pus habent: Animabus nunc operam dare necefle eſt; nam in carne 


qui ſeminat, ſolum exinde meret corruptionem. St, Bernard 
in declamar. 


et. 
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Tothe truly vertuous and hismuch 


& 


F was your Husbands defire ( when ative) that I 
Sy fbould preach His Funeral), and *tis yours , that 1 
[ES ſhould Princ it; EMeC(for ought 1 know) it had ne- 

ver ſcen the light : For I count not any of my 
Grapes worth the Prefſe : Therefore fince it is your plea- 
ſure toſce this Sermon in a Printed dreffe, ] pray accept of it. 

When your deare Husband was alive, Yee were Two pre- 
cious Diamonds ſet in the Ring of Marriage; God hath ta- 
ken him away to ſhine in another World, and hath left you 
to ſhine a while in this world , It is but a while, and therefore 
ſpread forth all your beams, before you fer in the Weſt of 
Death, and be ſeen here no more. 

If we would ſhine with God in Heaven, we muſt ſhine for 
God on Earth: Let this Sermon of opportunities make you 
improve your - opportunities : Shall the men of this world 
their opportunities for the world , and ſhall not we 
Husband our opportunities for Heaven ? 

Society wich Jeſus Chriſt even on this fide Heaven, is a 
kinde of Heaven; and thoſe Chriſtall ftreams of Joys which 
we might ſuck from God here, outid all the pleaſures and 
braveries of this world; which made Bonaventure ( when 
the Devil tempting him, told him, he was a Reprobate, and 


Honored, Miſtris Lnxe Walcot of Watcos,* 


$1 Non datur 


therefore perſwaded him todrinke in the preſent pleaſures of #4; De e: 
this life , for ( ſaith he) Thou art excluded from the future virtute pot 
hanc vitam, 
fruamur eo in 
preſent?. 


joyes with God in Heaven ) Anſwer, No, not fo, Satan , If I 
muſt not injoy God after this life, yer let me injoy him as 
mnch as I can in this life : Oh that drooping Soules would 
thus quench Satans ſuggeſtions! This were enough to re- 
bound all his temptations back againe upon him. Fruitionof 
Goda far off in this life C though w2 ſhould never injoy him in the 
next) is much better , then all the pleaſur?s of the world below him: 
Ah! What then will our fruition of him in Heaven be? Joy 
in him here, and you ſhall enjoy him hereafter : Live to tim 
here, and you ſhall live with him hereafter : And to this (nd 
God gives you all your opportunities, to this high and 1.7 
end, that you may attaine him, That himſelfe , and all th: 
A 2 6. 


2 Cor. 2: 6. 
Luke 19. 42. 
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is worth may beyours: And let me'tel you, x Thata Sermon of 
opportunities is almoit as neceſlary to be preached,as to preach 
Chriſt himſelfe : becaufe the opportunity to receive Chriſt is 
(in its kinde) as neceſſary as Chriſtto be received : as Chriſt is 
called Salvation; ſo our opportunity is called the Day of Saf. 
vation : Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of Sal- 
vation. We looſe Salvation it ſelte, it we looſe the day of Salya. 
tion; we looſe Chriſt. himſelfe, if we let paſſe the day of Chriſt, 
If thou hadſt knowne, in this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy peace, but now they are hid frem thine eyes. A manthatisto 
have a ſumme of money tendred him upon ſach a day, muſt be 
ſure to watch and wait the day, it he wouldreceive the money: 
He that hath a ſuite at Law , muſt obſerve the Terme-time; if 
he looſethe Terme he will looſe his ſuite : as Luther ſaid, that 
Much of Religion conſiſts in Adverbs: ſo ſay I, That much weight 
of our Salvation lyeth in circumſtances, in the circumſtance of 
time and opportunity : As the whole weight of our Salvation 
is laid upon Chrifi, ſo the whole weight of our getting Salva- 
tion is layd upon our time, our opportunity : 2 Let Faith 
give youa preſentiality of things to come, of Death to come, 
of your Account to come: Faith gives them a preſent Exiſtence: 
ſet the Period of your Time neer unto you, behold it is at 
hand , whenyou ſhall live no longer, pray no longer, have the 


helpe of Ordinances no longer ; We know not how few ſands 


_ areleftinour Glaſſe of opportunity , and when they are onee 


ſpent, God will not turne the Glaſſe againefor us : *Tis this 
that affeQHs the heart : *T was this that awaked Niniveh to re- 
pentance : Tet forty dayes, and Niniveh ſhall be deſtroyed : How 
did this Alarum tirre theic Hearts ! what (ſay they )but forty 
dayes > Areour dayes ſhut up into ſo narrow a roome ? What 
are Forty dayes ? How ſoon will they ſee an end ? This fright- 
ed them into a fit of Repentance: Itis time for us (ſay they Jto 
faſt and pray, and riſe out of fin, if our Sun be ſo neer ſetting: 
I am perſwadcd if God had ſent Fonah with this meſſage, Tet 
forty years and Niniveh (ball be deſtroyed, it had made no worke 
at all upon them ; it might have amazed them , but not ſtarted 
them up to ſuch a preſent repentance: Tr is the neer approach 
of our end that drives the worke home in us ; Tell a Scorner in 
his ruffe and jollity, that he muſt dye one day ; He receives it 
careleſly , and makes nothing ofic : but tell him, yet forty 


dayee,. 


 DEDIC ATORY. 


dayes, and you muſt be called to judgement, Nay Sir, but two 
or three dayes hence, and dye you muſt; This goes to the 
quick, at this news the proud Ruffler is ſodainly diſmounted, 
and his courage degraded, he looſes his blood in his checks, and 
ſhivers at the heart, like the leaves of the forreſt that are ſhaken 
with the winde: Ah then, ſee death upon us : Look upon our 
end as ſtanding by us; as neer as are the ſhadow and the ſub- 
tance, 1o neer are Life and Death ; our life is but the ſha- 
dow, death brings ſubſtance with ir, ſubſtantiall woes, or ſub- 
ſtantiall joyes in the boſome of it. 

Cato Had oftentimes ſpoken in the Senate, that the City Car= 
thage wuſt be deſtroyed, being roo neer a neighbour to the City 
of Rome : Fora long time together he formed no Oration in the 
Senate,but he uſherd in that ſtill as the comeluſion : yet he could 
not carry it, becauſe Scipio Nafica being made up of a contrary 
opinion, alwayes pleaded on the other fide, that it was for the 
good of the Romane Common=wealth that Carthage ſhould ſtand: 
At laft, Cato on a day brought a green Fig into the Senate a- 
mong them, and told them, that this Fig was growing in 
Carthage but three dayes agoe: and thereby warned them thac 
a Navy might within three dayes arrive from Carthage, and lay 
fiege to their City : When they heard this , The neernefſe of 
the danger,made ſuch impreſlion on their thoughts,that where- 
as before they could never be won upon to afſent, now they 
voted. not to. give over till they leveld Carthage to the ground :. 
And ſhall not eternity affe&t us? the neernefſe of it write deep 
Charafers of feare and care upon our hearts ? Within three 
dayes, anddeath may lay fiege to our City, to our Soul; 
+ beware ofevill at hand, of death at hand, of Judgement at 
hand . Thou Fool ( faich Chriſt) This night thy Soule ſhall be 
required of thee : ah then let us AC betimes, let not- the night 
take us in a night, let not the night of Deathtake us in a night 
of fin and ſecurity, then we ſhall have a double night at once 
Upon us. 

3 Opportunities are very precious : Every one according to 
the objets they lay out for , value their opportunicies : 
ther's no Prince or great perſon in the world, hath more Cli- 
ents and attendants, then opportunity hath : All ſorts Court 
her, and wait with humbleſt ſervice on her ; The Husbandman 
waits opportunity to plow, and ſow,snd reap: The Tradet- 
man 


1 Cor. 8. 4+ 
Tempus Ty at- 
Ss ÞS).00. 


John 9.38. 
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men attends opportunity to make his bargains at loweſt rate, 
and {-1! of his wares ar higheſt price ; The Ambircious man 
ftynods at the Aoor of ovpoOrtuthity to raiſe himſelfe : All (but 
toots} according £0 rhetr occalions runne out to meet, and bow 
the knec to opportunity, and ſhall not the deareſt opportuni.. 
ties be preci"vis tons? (hall wenot take the beſt opportunity 
by the haad ? (ppor t1nity to gaine the moſt precious thin 
is the moic precious O77 ortunity 3 opportunity to get the beſt 
treaſures is the beſt oppormunity : Godlineſſe is great pame, Hea- 
ven is thehigket advancement, The Souleis the Crowne and 
Maſter-piece of man , ſurely then the opportunity to get and 
{ave the(t ſhould be connted precious opportunity : All things 
here (chat are of the world) arebut nothings , bur Idols and 
ſhadows of the beſt things ( and an Idol is nothing.:) Time is 
but the [dol of Eternity, and things Temparall, but the Idol 
of things Eternal] : Oureſtate and our dayes here are but an 
Idol : Ther's no divinity nor immortality in them : but God 
is an abſolute and eternall Being, the ſpring of all Divine fa. 
tisfations, They thac live in him, live at an high rate, andlive 
for ever : How can he complaine to want light, tha lives in the 
midſt of the Sun ? How can he complaine of Thirſt, out of 
whoſe belly flow rivers of living water? Surely then opportuni- 
ty to injoy God, is the moſt precious opportunity, 

Your Importunity harh fercht out this Sermon of Oppor- | 
tunity from me : and I have given you here more then I 
preach't, the time being too narrow to deliver all at once, 
and therefore I was faine to omit many things in the Pulpit, 
which I had in my papers : The Spirit of the Lord Preach it 
all over azaine to our hearts: I commend, you to the Lord, 


| Whoam 
Yours moſt deeply obliged to 


Honour and Serye you, 


Tho. Froyſell. 
Clunne Oftob. 
3. 165 1. 
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To his highly HONORED, 


M- #ohn Walcott, 
of WAL COT. 
Eſquire, 


SST 18, In publiſhing this Sermon (Freached at your Fathers 
—__ F:nerall) I could not but publiſh your Name to it , or it to 
I yorrr Neme, you beeing ſo neer to bim, for Every Child 
S229 is the Father multiplied : He loved you dearly , - for 
his C and your owne ) ſake, I cannot but love and honour you highly. 

This Sermon was Preached ſor bim, but it was Preached to you ; 
and therefore God looks that it ſhould worke upon you : For at that 
time you bad two Preachers at once Preaching to you , the Preacher 
m the Coffin, and the Preacher in the Pulpit : He preacht to you 
that you muſt dye, This Sermon preach't to you how you muſt live : 
His Death preach't to you , that time will be gone ; This Sermon 
Preacheth to you, how you ſhould improve your time : As Death is 
the way to erernall life, ſo an holy life is the way to an hap- 
py death : Torr Geod Father dyed old, and you may dye young : 
as God writes ſome menslife in words at length, ſo ſometimes God is 
pleaſed to write in ſbort-hand, and cut a long life into a ſmall Mono ſyl- 
lable : and therefore turne and winde your preſent ſtock of time to the 
beſt, and grow rich in grace upon it, Remember 

1 Tou cannot begin too ſoonto ſerve Feſus Chriſt : One may begin 
too late, but he can never begin too ſoon to ſerve Jeſus Chriſt : Where 
ſhould the Flower of your Age grow but in the Garden of his ſervice ? 
It is the Policy of the Devill to diſcourage Early bolineſſe : He that 
goes out betimes in the morning , is more like to diſpatch bis Journey, 
than he that lingers till the day be ſpent. 


2 Tou 


Bp, Hall. 


. % 
'- ® Religio nn 


 poteſt habere 
exceſſum ſecun- 
| dum quantita- 
tem abſolu.am, 
 poteſt tamen ha- 
 berecxceſſum 
ſecundum quin- 
» Htatem prepor - 
Bionis, prout 
ſcilicet in cultu 
divino fit ali- 
quid quod freri 
non Jebet. Aqui, 
222. 4.92.41, 
ad.z. 
Sus non poteſt 
ferre,roſas (5 
amaracum. 
Franz.(s Plin. 
Rom. 12.11, 
Iracundi ſunt 
qui amant. Lu. 
can. in dial. 
Merc. (5 Maij 
Fink appetitio 


non habet limi- 


tes defini. o;. A- 
riſtot. Finis 
preſcribit re+ 
dia, ſed ipfi fini 
non preſcribt « 
tur, 


Eccl. 7. 25. 
Gen. 1. 25. 
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2 Tou can never doe tos much for Feſus Chriſt : Religion know ns 
2 exceſſe * you cannot ſavour too much of holineſſe : as there be ſome 
per ſons thaticannot beare the ſmell of Muske and ſweet perfumes , it 
fils th:ir brains and makes them fick , ſo Hypocrites, ( and they are 
Hypocrites that ) cannot abide the ſmell of holy preciſeneſſe , and the 
ſent of ſtriftneſſe : Paul bids us be fervent in ſpirit | xboyTes, that is, 
ſeething hot] ſervingthe Lord : Qui non zelat, non amat, He that 
hath not zeale for Chriſt, bath not love to Chriſt : True zeale is a 
Seal of our Ele&ion : Stridneſſe and exatineſſe is the beauty and 
luſtre of Religion : T ſay, you cannot doe toomuch for Feſus Chriſt, 
be bath done ſo much for us : And what doth Chriſt require of you, 
but be did the ſame for you ? Ts bee not upon equall termes with you ? 
Nay before hand with you ? If be cals you to bear the Creſſe for him , 
did be not bear a greater Croſſe for you ? Grace puts no limits to Ho- 
lineſſe : He that makes God his End, thinks be cannever have enough 
of God, or bee too holy for God : And though his attions of Holineſſe, 
and his forwardneſſe in them over -run bis Credit , or over-throw bis 
Eftate, yet he cares not, repents not ; for "tisnot bis End to preſerve 
him ſelfe, but to ſerve Feſus Chriſt upon himſelfe. 

3 Holineſſe is no upſtart : Under which notion the world Iookes 
upon it : as if preciſeneſſe in Religion were a new faſhion taken up, and 
put on by ſome but of late : No; Holineſſe was the firſt Suite that ever 
was put upon the back of mans nature : *Tis elder then Sin : *Tis\ the 
firſt- borne : God made man Righteous : *Tis more natural to man to 
be righteous; Sin is againſt nature : Tis a defet} of nature : It came 
(as I may ſay ) of the wrong ſide of the Hedge, a meer Baſtard: 
God is not the Parent of it , it bath nothing of God in it, *twas the 
Devil that begat it upon mans nature, and therefore tis of a later Edi- 
tion then grace, Grace was , when ſin was not : Let us make man 
(ſaith God) in our Image, after our likeneſſe: Tou ſee Grace is 
of amoſt ancient houſe, of the higheſt antiquity, and therefore if any 
thing wi!l, it will ennoble you, 

4 And that you may be beated into zeale for Feſus Chriſt , Live in 
the Scripture fire : as the Salamander ( they ſay ) livesin the fire, ſo 
deo you live in the Scripture, as your Element : It will ſcorch you into 
en holy love to Feſus Chriſt : No book becomes your hand like the 
Bi ble : It made David wiſer then his Teachers : *Tis this Book that 
makes Preachers, and this Booke is the beſt Preacher : This Booke 
will preach to you in your Chamber : By this Booke ail Preachers 
and Hearers muſt be judged at the laſt day : This Booke will expound 
to 


An EPISTLE. 


'tv you that hidden Booke that is within you, your Conſciencee: Th® 

Booke of Conſcience is a ſecret and intricate piece, very few are well 

read in it, moſt deceived by it ; but this Booke of Scripture I ſay, this 

Booke will} diſcover it, and ſhew you all the Errata in it; | 

it will ſearch your very beart, and tell all its ſecrets to you, nay this | 

Book will tell out Gods heart to you , and his minde concerning you , (<©)Ego odi hi 

(<<) Luther bated bis owne Bookes, and( ſaith hee ) I often wiſh bros meos, & 

they were all loſt , fearing leaſt they ſhould hold Readers in [42* 92! 57 

delay, and take them off from reading Scripture. — 
lerome gives a ſtrange narrative of bimſclfe, how he was dragged tur lettares, 

to the Tribuxall, becauſe be had read Cicero more preedily then he abducant « le+ 

did the Scripture 3 Being asked of my condition, ( ſaith be ) I anſwer» one ipſius 

ed, I was a Chriſtian : Thou lyeſt ( ſaith the Tudze ) Ciceronianus TH ety i 1] 

es, non Chriftianus : Thou art a Ciceronian, not a Chriſtian; for %;i, yo #, 

where thy Treaſure is, ther*s thy heart alſo, Preſently ( ſaith be) ggc. 

I was put to ſilence, and had nota word to fay : and among the 

ſtripes ( for he had commanded me to be beaien) I was ſcorched me | 

with the fire of Conſcience,conſidering with my ſelf that Per ſe, In the 

Grave who will give thee thanks ? Then I began to cr', Have palm, 6. 

mercy upon me, O Lord, have mercy upon me : This voice ſound- 

_ ed loud amidft the ſcourgings : At laſt, they that ſtood by , caſting 

them ſ:Ives downe at the Preſidents knees, prayed him, that he would 

pardon my youth , and give place of Repentance to my Errour : Then 

be requiring puniſhment, if at any time I read heatken Books, 1,who 

in ſuch a caſe would bave promiſed greater matters , began to ſweare 

deeply, ſaying, Lord, If at any time I ſhould read tho{e fied Books 


I bave denyed thee : And ſs upon this Oath he was diſmiſſed : And 
be addes moreover, Neither was this a ſleep or a vaine dreame , with 
which we are often deluded, Witneſſe that Tribunall befcre which 1 
lay; witneſſe that ſevere judgement which I trembled at, that T prey 
God I never fall again into ſuch examination by torment : I confe(ſe 
had my ſheulders black, and blew,and felt the blowes after my ſleep,an:d 
have ſince read Gods word with ſuch endeavour, as I never read before 
any humane writings : Thus far Saint Jerome : Now let this p3j- 
ſage awake you,and all of us : Let us lay aſice the ſublimeſt curioſities :f 
mans witt , all Volumnes for Scripture, And all imployments fer 
Heaven. 

Wing your haſte, you have the flouriſhing plumes of Age upon you, 
How farre might you fly and ſoar up quite to an heaven of experience, 
and communion with Jeſus Chriſt, if you would looſe no time : T'ay, 

B if 
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if you-would looſe no time : T hope you will not, Ipray you may not: 
For yo may ſee in this Sermon, That opportunity is an unvaluable 
Treaſure, and yet a tranſient Treaſure ; it carrieth laſting things along 
with it, and yet it ſelfe laſts not, ſtayes not with us : You may ſee in | 
this Sermon, what great things you may looſe, if you looſe your op- 
portunityz you may looſe your ſelfe if you looſe your opportunitie, 
God bath ſet you upon the higher ground, above many in the world, 
Aft bighly for bim : Lay up a Rich ſtock of Grace within you, that 
you may have an heart to att for him in publick, : I wiſb you proſpe- 
rity here, felicity hereafter : Acceptt his Dedication from him, who 
doth, and ſball ever reſt, 


Your real Servant in 
CHRIST JESUS. 


THO. FROYSEL. 
> CLuN, 09d0b. | 
3. 1651. 
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JOHN XII, VIII. 


For the Poore alwayes yee have with you, but me yee have 
not alwayes. 


i 


5 Ec-thinks I ſcea ſad concourſe of people be- 
$| fore me this day; and truly who can be here 
) y 
Y andnot bee ſad? A great man and a good 
$ man is fallen this day : He lived amiable,and 
dyed defirable; I am perſwaded, you could 
8 > all finde in your hearts to wiſh him into 
Md lifc againe, but that you are loath to diſ- 
pleaſe God; Wee muſt ſubmit and kifſe the hand of provi- 
dence in the death of our deareſt Friends and Saints : We are 
now to performe our laſt office to him, wee have brought him 
from his houſe to his houſe, I meane his grave, which muſt 
houſe him up ill the great day of the Reſurre&ion. 

You ſee what Deagh doth, it plucks up the tree by the roots. 
the Cedar as well as the Shrub : Today we are green, within a 
little while we are not ſeen .: Stay buta few dayes , and fuch 


aday as this will be thy day : And therefore that we may make 


a ſerious and ſpirituall uſe of this occaſion, turne your eye 
and caſt your thoughts upon the words of my Text, 
For the poore ye bave alwayes with you , but me yee hav2 
not alwayes. 

Theſe words are the words of our Lord and Saviour 7eſus 
Chriſt, and they are an Apology or Defence which he makes 
fora poor Saint, who having done a good worte ( an a@ of 

love to Feſus Chriſt) was cenſured for it. | 
' x The worke which was done, you ſhall ſee in the third ver. 
Then tooke Mary a pound of ointment, of Spikenard, very coſtly, and 
annointed the feet of Feſus, And wiped bis feet with ber hair, and 
the Houſe was filled with the odour > the ointment : Obſerve, 
2 1 The 


Ecclel, 12 -$ 


(2) 

x ThedearSaintsare full of loveto Feſw Chriſt : 

2 Love will ſpare no coſt : the Saints will ſpend the Spike. 
nard of their credir , and the oyle of their life upon Feſus 
Chriſt : where we dearly love Chriſt, nothing is too dear for 
_—_———— 

2 Youſhall finde this worke of love ecclipfed,and cenſured 
in th 4tb, ver. Then ſaith one of bis- Diſciples, Fee Iſcariot , Si- 
mons Son which ſbould betray him, Why was not this fold for three 
hundred pence, and given to the poore ? 
ſervation, There is no aQion ſo good, but ſomeor other will be quar- 
| relling with it, and finde ſome fault in it : ThebeR ations 
are capable of cenſure and difallowance : The nobleft ations 
may have a ſcarre of reproach and cenſure putupon chem : 

' And this he ſaid(faith the 6.verſe) not that be cared for the poor, 
but becauſe he was « Thiefe , and had the bag, and bare what. was 
put therein. 

Avarice wants not beautiiull pretences : Hypocrites carry 
foul ſins under a fair vail. 

3 Now follows Chriſts Apology and Defence of her , v. 7. 
Then ſaid Jeſus , Let her alo ne 

Jeſus Chriſt will take his Saints part and plead their cauſe 
againſtthe wicked, 

The Lord Chriſt pleads and juſtifies her ation by two 
arguments. | 

1 Theone Argument, from the end of the a&ion ,” The ho- 
nour of Feſus Chriſt., ver. 7. | Againſt the day of my burying bath 
ſhe kept this | That is, yee doe willingly allow ſweet balmes 
and rich perfumes for the dead; Now I am within a little of 
death ; Behold this woman hath herein reached. beyond your 
conceit, ſhe hath done this ( as her laſt office) toward my 


nour which are given to others at their buriall; now, againſt 
the day of my Buriall hath ſhe kept this. 
2 The other Argument of defence he takes from the © POr- 


Qutinfra, nclle, which within a liccle while will be taken from her For 


-28.20. and therefore let her ſhew me kindneſſe while ſhe may : Tee have 


not me alwayes with you; that is, yee ſhall not have me alwayes 
with you ; Indeed, T am with you alway, eve unto the end of the 


world, 


oDPH--4i- 6-3 | 
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buriall : I hope you will affoord me thoſe ſolemnitics of hos . 


ſens. pro fu- tunity of ic; ſhe hath now an opportunity to ſhew me ind-_ 


. 15-10. the poor alwayes you bave with you, but me-yee have nat alwayes | 


<= 


E 


(3) 


' world, in reſpe& of my divine preſence, but me yee have not al- 

wayes with you , in reſpe&t of my humane preſence. Six dayes 

| hence [ dye, and goe to Heaven, I goe quite away from you, 

| and you ſhall neither ſee me, nor have me againe among you to 

| performe any ſuch offices of reſpe& to me, and therefore as for 
this ation, ſhe doth well to take the opportunity, which will 
be taken from her. Obſerve, and'cisthe. point I (hall diſcourſe 
of at this time ; 

There is an opportunity for good, which if we negle , we may ne- 
ver bave the like againe. 

And therefore Marke rendreth ic thus, for you have the poore 
with you alwayes , «nd whenſoever you will you may doe them 
good, [ i. e. at any time] but me ( ſaith Chrift ) yee have rot 
dwayes. That is, you ſhall never want the opportunity of 
ſhewing kindneſfſe to the poor, for yee ſhall never want poor a- 
mong yOu; the poor that want,you ſhall not want among you, 
they ſhall always dwell among you, ſome poor or other as ob - 
jets of your Charity : but you cannot always performe ſervice 
tomein my body,for you (hall not have mee always in this vifi- 
bleforme and preſence with you. And therefore be not angry 
with this woman, in that Ts am preſent in body,ſhce hath 

-done this ſervice to my body ;, T he houre is comming you ſhall 
wihto doe the like, but cannot; The opportunity will be 
gone, when Iam gone, ye flall deſire to ſee one of the dayes of 
the Son of man, and ye ſhall not ſee it : And therefore I ſay, 

There is an opportunity of goed, which if we neglef we- may ne- 
ver have the like againe. | 

Time and opportunity differ : Time is the duration or ſuc- 
cſion of hours ; days, or years, opportunity is a- concurrence 
ofall other helps wich time ro crowne your deſires, and give 
birth to your delignes : opportunity is a meeting of time and 


married and lodged together they beget opportunity. 

As the Marriner that intends a voyage, Riggs his Ship, ly- 
ethready in che Haven, and waits the winde, his time is all the 
time he ſt2yes there : His opportunity is when time, and tide, 
and winde, andall other accommodations meet together to 
ſend hira away. 
| Ifyou wnuld ſpeak with a man upon ſuch 3 day , your time 
8 any hour in the day, but your opportun ty io ſpeak wo 
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ford you his company.: When all theſe claſpe together, that's 
your opportunity : So ſuppoſe thy buſinefſebe-to ſpeake with 
God, and ſeck him for grace or comfort, thy time to ſpeake 
with God is all thy life time,but thy opportunity to ſpeak with 
God is, when he is at home, and can be found; when he gives 
thee a heart to ſpeak tohim,and hath a heart to ſpeak with thee, 
and therefore faith the Prophet, Seek yee the Lord while be may 
be found, call yee upon him while he is neer : when all theſe are 
twiſted together, that's the thread of thine opportunity, 

Time without opportunity is like a body without the Soule, 
adead thing and meer inanimate carcaſſe, and as the body iz 
lefe without the Soul, ſo is rime many times lefe without her 
opportunity. 

So that time may ſtay, when opportunity is loft : tjme may 
be preſent when opportunity Is paſt : the tree of time may 
ſtand when the leaves of opportunity are dropt of : Theſtuny 
of time may ſtick faſt in the root, when the branches of oppor- 
tunity are cut down : thehead of time may ſtand, when the gol- 
den haires of opportunity are fallen off : when opportunitie 
is gone, the head of time isbaJd. | 

And therefore I ſay, that there is an opportunity for good, 
which if we negle&, we may never have the like againe, 

And this I will ſhew you in two things. | 

I Thereisan opportunity of receiving good, which if we 
negle&t, we may never have the like againe. 

2 There is an opportunity of doing good, which if we neg- 
let, we may never have the like againe; 

There is an opportunity to get,and an opportunity to a&;an 
opportunity to lay up,and an opportunity to lay out ſpiritual 
treaſures, which it we negle& we may never have the like again, 

1 I ſay there is an opportunity of receiving good, which if 
we negleft, may be we ſhall never have the like againe. 

1. Sometimes there isan opportunity to beget faith in us, 
which if we negle& we may never have the like againe;z as you 
may ſee in Eſai. Andthe Lord ſpake apaine unto Abaz, ſaying, Ak thee 
a ſigne of the Lord thy God, aske it either in the depth beneath, or in the 
height above : But Abaz ſaid, I will not ashe, neither will I tempt 
the Lord. Ask a Signe, wherethou wilt, where thou thinkelt 
ir may be the greateſt miracle , and give thee the Run = 
ation 


(3) 


@&ion, either in the depth, or in the height , on earth, or in 

yen. 
= what an opportunity had Abaz here offered to in- 
ſpirehim with faith! A mirage where he would, and what he 
| would ; for the Propher (2 ) preſcribes not what figne Abaz (*)Ratio figni 
ſhould ak, left haply the truth of the miracle might be ſuſpe&.. ##* (quod 
ed; bur leaves it to the Kings owne option and free choice, ,,;n "25%; 4. 
whether he will have it towards thedepth or height, in earth cx relingui- | 
or heaven, ifearth were too low for a miracle, to heighthen his tur /ibera, 
faith, he ſhould have one as high as heaven. quan velit oe 


Ah ſweet opportunity! ah firong opportunity to worke © £**7e, ſve 


ſuch a faith in Abaz, as to truſt Ged for ever ! here was an op- py : 
portunity for him ro try God, to put the word of God to an $:m. Bohl. 
experiencez and ah! what ſcope had he? Aske a Signe in earth in Ifai. 
or Heaven, where thou wilt, and what thou wilt, I will not 
dgeAt, any thing to mount thy faith beyond the Region of 

| 9 Ar doubting; to make thee and my people Tſrael belceve 
in me;thy faich ſhall want for nothing to ſupport it ; God gave 
him leave to be his owne Carver. 

As when a great friend comes toyour houſe, you enter- 
tain him in this Language, Sir, command all thatshere , aske 
what you'l have, *tis yours : So did God be ſpeak 4haz, all 
that's in heaven or carth is, for this minute, at thy. ſervice , the 
choiceſt miracle that heaven or earth can yeeld to banquet thy 
faith, command it, *tis thine : what a rich table of opportuni- 
ty did God ſpread for him,? What variety of diſhes | a fign from 
Heaven or earth] did the Lord ſet before him, to entertaine and 
feaſt his faith > Thus doth God condeſcend to linners; when 
they will not come up to him, he comes downe to them : This 
was kindnes enough to ficike the fire of Faith out of the hardeft 
flint: Ah what an opportunity was here loſt! and once loſttwas 
loſt for ever: we read not that the like was ever offered Ahaz any 
more, but he grew worſe: when men deſpiſe Gods opportuni- 
ties, they grow worſe and worſe. 

So againe, you have another ſad inſtance in the ſecond of 
Kings; where Eliſha prophecied in a time of ſcarcity , Thus ſaith 2 Kin. 7.1.2, 
the Lord, 10 morrow about this time ſhall a meaſure of fine flowre be 
fold fer a Shekel, and two meaſures of barley for a ſhekel in the gate of 
Samaria ; then a Lord on whoſe hand the King leaned, anſwered the 
man of God, and ſaid, Behold , If the Lord would make windows in 
beaven, 


Verſ-17. 
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heaven, might this thing be ? and be Foo Behold Thou ſhalt - ſee 7+ 


with thine eyes, but ſhalt not eat thereof : And ſee this verified. Ang 
the King gave the Lord , on whoſe band be'leaned , the charge of the 
gate, and the people trod _=_ bim in the gate, and be dyed as the man 

God bad ſayd. He ſeeth the plenty for conviction of his unbelief, 
but he dyeth and taftes it not, as a puniſhment of his unbe-. 


liefe, 


2, Sometimes an opportunity of repentance, and ſo ofrecei- 
ving pardon, is given to a man, which ithe negle&, he may ne- 
ver havethelike againe: Such an opportunity Fudas had : Juds 
had conceived a plotin the wombe of his intention to berra 


Feſus Chriſt, and form'd it upiinto a conſpiracy with the Phari. 


ſees to deliver him to them, yet Feſus Chriſt gives him an oppor- 
tunity once more to repent and recall himſelfe before it be too 
late; Verily T ſay unto you, one of you ſhall betray me , He gut dip- 

peth bis band with me inthe diſh, the ſame ſþall betray me. Sen 


. of mangoeth, as it is written, but woe unto that man by whom the Sn 


of man is betrayed, it hadbeen good for that man if be had not lem 
borne. | 

Ah Judas * What a thunder-clap is here ſent from heaven to 
awake thee? what a warning-piece goeth off to ſcare thy ſoule 
out of fin? *T'wasa providence thou ſhouldf fit at table once 


more with Chrift, to heare ſomething fall from his lipps that 
might melc thy heart; Ah, what an opportunity hadfi thou 


now put into thine hand, to repent, and retraft thy purpoſe? 


for the Lord Jeſus doth diſcover his fin, anddoth diflwadec him 
from his (in. 


x He doth diſcover the Sin, 

But not the perſon, yet. 

I ſay, He doth diſcover the fin | one of you ſhall betray me the 
Lord Jeſus diſcovers the fin that he mjght recover the finner, fle 
ſhewed him his fin, that he might not fin , he ſhewed him his fin 
before hand, that he might not fin underhand : he did ftrike the 
{in that he might open a veine of confeſſion in Fudas , and make 
him blecd kindly : Ah what an opportunity was here for Fudas 


. to confeſſe and be forgiven ? 


2 But he doth not diſcover the perſon yet : he doth not name 
him that he might not ſhame him : he opens the fin but not the 
perſon; that he might thaw him and not harden him: that he 
might winne him, but not ircitate and provoke him : Feſus is 
ya 


— 
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yet tender of his credit, how much more of his Soul : what an 
- heavenly dew of opportunity drops it ſelf upon Judas to moy- 
ſen his heart ? 

In like manner, what an opportunity haſt thou ( O Sinner) 
to repent when God ſhall reprove thy ſecret Adulteries, and 
unjuſt dealings , and hypocrifie in a Sermon, and not diſcover 

et ? 

k 2 Hedoth difſwade him from his fin by two arguments, 

By Love, and Terrour ; 

1 By Love, He that dippeth his hand with me in the ns ſame 
ſhall betray me : which words were not ſpoken to diſcover Fu- 
das by this ſigne, but to aggravare his fin ; as if he ſhould ſay, 
my fellow-commoner, one of my familiar friends,that eats of 
the ſame diſh with me,ſhall betray me. 

And here Chriſt endeavours to melt the heart of Zudas , and 
cuſchim to forbeare, by an argument fetcht from all the kind- 
neſſe and intimacy that had been ſo long between them : whar, 
my friend ? my familiar? who doth not onely fit at the ſame 
Table with me, but cat of the ſame diſh with me, will he be- 
tray me ? will that hand that hath been with me in the ſame 
_ diſh, dip and dye ir felfe into a Crimſon colour in my blood ? 
hedifſwades him by love,by the law of love and friend(hip. 

2 Hediſſwades him by Terror.: The Son of man goes as it iawrit- 
ten of bim, but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed, 
it had been good for that man if be had not been born : where obſerve, 

I The Lord Jeſus Chriſt bewayles not himſelf, but Fudas,even 
whilſt he threatens Judas, he pities Fudas : woe unto that man by 
wem the Son of man is betrayed. 

2 Hedoth not yet unmaske and diſcloſe Judas : he carries 
the perſon yet in the clouds, he doth not as yet ſay in indivi- 
duo, Woe to thee O Fudas ; but ſpeaks till in the general,I/oe to 
that man by whom the Son of man is betraied : the individual di(- 
covery of Fudas comes in afterwards, and here Jeſus Chriſt does 
with this threatning way-lay Judas, to make him retreat , 
(b)ſeeking his ſalvation, It had been good for that man if ke bad not 
been borne : as if he had ſaid, if nothing elſe yet will, if nothing 
that hath been ſaid yet can recall the Traytor from his purpote 
oflinning , yet let this one thing beſpeak him, and turne his 
heart quite about, his owne ſafety, his owne fearfull condiri- 
on which will follow upon his {in , letthat put a ſtop to his 
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(8) 
progreſſe : Wee unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed, 
it had been good for that man if be had not been borne. 

Here the door of opportunity ſtood open to Fudas, and Feſus 
Chriſt ſtood in the door to invire 7udas,but he had not an heart 
ro goe in, and the opportunity was preſently ſhut againſt him, 
and he neverhadthe like againe : he goes away , and becomes 
his own Executioner; Judas betrayes Chriſt, and after be. 
trrayes himſelfe, when Chrift called him, he would not repent 
kindly, and now he meets withan unkind repentance that 
Swallows him up in the gulph of defpaire. 

3 A man may have an opportunity given him to fave his 
life, and ſo by conſequent to ſave his ſoule, which if he neg- 
le&s he may never havethe like againe, I will give you two 
fad inſtances, the one is Lots children in Sodsme ; Then the men 
ſaid unto Lot, whom baſt thou yet here, either Son in Law, or thy ſons 
or thy daughters, or what ſoever thou haſt in the City , bring it out of 
this place 4 we will deſtroy this place, becauſe the cry of them is great 
before the Lord, and the Lord bath ſent us to deſtroy it. 

The Saints are ſo neer to God, that he will ſave thoſe that 
arenecerto them, for their ſakes; Gad would be a friend to 
Lots friends,a father to his children. And Lot went out and jpake 
unto his ſons in law which married his daughters, and ſaid, Up, get yee 
out of this place, for the Lord will deſtroy this City : Behold, here's 
their opportunity ! an opportunity to ſave their lives from 
fire and brimſtone, and for ought I know, their ſoules 
from the'tire of hell; O golden opportunity ! for a mans 
life is his Treaſure, an opportunity to ſave ones life is 
the life of all opportunities, and therefore poore Lot 
goerh ro them, Grace doth not extinguiſh nature : he flyeth 
upon wings of love to them, and tels them, he warnes 
them like a Propher,and beſpeaks them like a Father: but what 
fay they? be ſeemed as one that mecked to his ſons in Law; and ſo he 
Iraves them, for his time was ſhort, and now their opportunity 

is gone,and they are gone too : Farewell now, you are all dead 
men and women : God firſt raines downe the golden drops of 
opportunity upon them to ſave their lives, which they neg- 
l:&, and preſently he raines downe ſhowres of fire and brim- 
ſtone on them, and takes away their lives. 

Another inſtance is Abab in the firſt of the Kings , Wilt thou 
ge2 wth me to battel to Ramoth Gilead ? and Jehoſbaphat ſaid to the 
King 


% 
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King of Iſrael, I am as thou art , my people as thy people , my hor (es as 
thy horſes, and Fehoſbaphat ſaid unto the King of Iſrael,enquire Ipray 
thee at the word of the Lord to day, And Jeboſhaphat ſaid, is there 10t 
bere a Prophet of the Lord beſides , that we might enquire of him ? And 
the King of Iſrael ſaid unto Fehoſhaphat,There ic yet one man Michaiah 
the ſon of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of the Lord, but 'I hate 
bim, ſor he doth not prophecie good concerning me, but evill : And Fe- 
boſhaphat ſaid, Let net the King ſay ſo. And be ſaid, I ſaw all Tſrael 
ſeattered upon the hills as ſheep that have not a Sheapheard , and the 

Lord ſaid theſe have no Maſter, let them returne every man to his 

houſe in peace : And Michazah ſaid, if thou returne at all in peace,the 

Lord hath not ſpoken by me. 

Here was his opportunity to ſave his life : but goe he will, his 
opportunity expires, and his life too, for he never returnes a- 
live againe , for a certaine man drew a Bow at a venture , and 
ſmote the King of Iſrael between the joynts of the harneſſe, 
wherefore be ſaid unto the driver of his Chariot, Turne thine hand 
and carry me out of the Hoſt, for I am wounded, 

[ A certaine man drew a bow at a venture ]the man ſhot the 
Arrow, but God aimed it : the man ſhot at a venture, but God 
leveld itat Ahab: the man ſhot at he knew not who, but 4hab 
in the whole Army was Gods marks-man; Carry me away 
ſaith Ahab out of the Hoſt for I am wounded: Oh Ahab; Whar 
thinkeſt thou now of Gods opportunities! Whatiſaiſt thou 
now of Micaihas words? Iam wounded; faith Ahab, I beleeve 
thee, and the lofſe of thine opportunity wounds thee more ; 
ther's death wounds in thy Soule, as well as in thy body. 

4 When an hypocrite will not obey Gods exprefſe com- 
mand, he may loſe his heart, and his reſtraining grace for ever 
after; when a man loves a fin better then Gods command, 
God leaves him to his fin : When a man gives up himſelfe to a 
luſt, God findsa time to give him up alſo, and ſets him a go- 
ing faſter : he opens the ſlices, and puls downe the bankes , 
that the mans luſt may run in a full ſtream, and have nothing 
tocheck it. 

Sinner ! God will onetime or other try thee ſecretly,with a 
caſting command, a command that ſhall have the caſting voice, 
and ther's thine opportunity to make or marr thy {clte tor 
ever, 

The Glaſſe of Balaams tory will ſhew youthe face of this 
C2 cruth 


Verſe 34+ 


Num.22. 12. 
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(to) 
truth in it, when King Balak ſent for Balaam to curſe the peo- 
ple Iſrael, God denyes him leave to goe, he ſets his command 
before him, Thou ſhalt not goe with them , thou fhalt not curſe the 
people, for they are bleſſed : Here's Balaams opportunity : the 
cummand is ſet before him to try him, and Balaam ftands now 
upon theturning point, But what's the ifſue > When the Meſ. 
ſengers came again, Balaam ſo]licits God againe for leave to 
goe, Balack promiſes him tranſcendent and high rewards, and 
they ſeal a / ah impreſſion upon the ſoft wax of his covetous 
heart, he is upon the wing to be gone, and whac then? God 
now in judgement gives him leave to goez God came unto Ba» 
laam at night, and ſaid unto him, If the men come to call thce , riſe up 
and goe with them. h 

But how can theſe ſtand together? inthe 12 verſe God ſaid 
unto Balaam, Thou ſhalt not goe with them z3 But in the 20. Verle, 
If the men come to call thee, riſe up and goe with them z Why. did 
God bid him what before he did torbid him ? Ac the firſt time, 
when he told him, Thou ſbalt not goe with them , God ſhewed 
him the will of his approbation, but hen at the ſecond Lime 
God ſaid to him, Riſe up, and goe with them, 'twas a command 
with indignation. 

Some things God permits with indignation, not for that 
he gives leave to the aQt, but that he gives a man over co kis fin 
in the a&: This ſutferance implyes not favour, but judgement; 
God never liked Balaams Journey, he diſfpleaſedly gives way 
to it. 

And now Balaam' thine opportunity is loft, and thou a 
loſt man : God will now givetheeup to thine owne heart ; 
Balaam after this grows worſe and worſe; his heart is given 
up and hardned, *cis ſteept in ſottiſhneſſe, for an Angel tops 
him with a drawn ſword in the way, yet he hath a minde to 
goe, his Aiſe doth by miracle ſpeak, and yet he hath a minde to 
goe, ah Balatm! wher's thine underſtanding ? I ſee now thou 
art a gone man, for thine Aﬀe is wiſer then his Rider , the Aﬀe 
becomes rationall , Balaant b:comes brutiſh, when men rc- 
a opportunities they become more brutiſh then the 

caſts. 

5 A man may by one ſhort aft of (in bring a long curſe up- 


. on him(elfe and his poſterity : As Ham when he ſaw his Father 
; ab drunke, and uncovered in his Tent, Ah what an oppor- 


tunity - 


(11) 


tunity loſt he now ? had he veiled his fathers nakedneſſe , and 
throwne a cloud over it, he had received a bleſſing : but ke go- 
eth and proclaimes it to his brethren , and they doe what he 
ſhould have done ; they covered their Fathers nakednefle, and 
would nor turn their cys to ſee it. And Noah awoke from his wine, 
and knew what his younger ſon had done unto him, and he ſaid, Curſed 
is Canaan, a ſervant of ervants ſhall be be unto his brethren. Canaan Gag , ,, .. 
was Hams (on, Noah ( © as Gods mouth) prophecieth a curſe : 
n the ſon, for the fathers fin; alchough ſome thinke (c)xec enim 

(4) that Canaan firſt ſaw Noah naked, and deriding him a+ tantum hominis 
lone, called his father to bear him company in chat contempt; o_ ef, 
Here Ham is curſed in his ſon Canaan, and a curſe entailed not ly re 
onely to Canaan, but to his poſterity, Noah prophecies a long «j prophetia 
ſeries, and chaine of curſes upon Canaan and his children : he quam ultionis 
makes the curſe hereditary to the name and nation of the Ca- 4viditas.Ferus 
neanites, DNA Np 4 ſervant of ſervants ſhall be be unto bis (4\06 1... 
brethren ; that is, the vileſt ſervant : for the Hebrews exprelle 515m cjuſdem 
the ſuperlative degree by ſuch a duplication, as | vanity of va- cum parre inge- 
nities] that is, moſt vaine, a | ſong of ſongs ] a moſt excellent 1) fuſe, & 
ſong : So here, A ſervant of ſervants, that is, the vileſt ſervant: yu Juquey 
Ah heavy and prodigious curſe! for the Kernel and quinteſ- ka. ——=6ag 
ſence of this curſe was ſpicituall , whereby Canaan and his Mercer: 

ofterity are ſealed up for ſlaves to fin, and excommunicate 

m the Church of God : what a brave opportunity did 
Ham looſe here to get a large and long blefling on himſelte 
and his poſterity ? and this opportunity he loſt for ever : 
- the decree is gone forth , [| a ſervants of ſervant ſhalt thou 

e. | 

Soul thy not obeying God in ſuch anick of time may looſe 
thee, thou knoweſt not what : the doing or not doing of one 
at may undoe thee for ever : See another inſtance'in Say! 74m. 10.9. 
[ 4nd thou ſha!t goe downe before me to Gilgal, and behold T will come 
downe unto thee to offer burnt offerings , and to ſacrifice ſacrifi ces of 
peace-offerings, ſeaven dayes thou ſhalt tarry till T come to thee, and 
ſhew thee what thou ſhalt doe] And be tarried ſeaven dayes according 
to the ſet time that Samuel had appointed, but Samuel came not to Gil- 
gal, and the people were ſcattered from him , and Saul ſaid, bring 
bither a burnt offering to me, and peace-offerings, an4 be offered the 
burnt offering ; and it came to paſſe that as ſoon as be had made an end * 
of offering. the burnt offering, bebold Samuel cams and Saul went out 
to 
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(12) 
to meet him, that be might ſalute him : Samuel had bid Saul ſtay 
ſeven daycsin Gilgal till he came : {ix dayes he ftayeth, and 
part of the ſeaventh,he had but alitcle part of aday to expe&& 
longer : his impatience will not give him leave, for he offereth 
Sacrifice before Samuelcames, and he had no ſooner offered {a- 
crifice but Samuelcome : As ſoo! as be had made an end of offering 
the burnt offering, behold Samuel came, and tels him, thou baſt done 
fooliſhly, for now, marke the word| now | now would the Lord 
have eſtabliſhed thy Kingdome upon Iſrael for ever : This one op- 
portunity improved would have ſealed thee the Kingdome ; 
one a& of obedience now, would have given thee a laſting mer- 
cy : this minuteof time would have got theea Crown : ſcarce 
is Saul warme in his Kingdome when he hath even loft it : how 
neer may webeto a mercy and miſe ic? Couldſt thou not 
wait alittlelonger Saul? Thou waſft within an inch of a King- 
dome, within a haires breadth of an eftabliſhed fruicion ; Saul 
waited till the ſeaſon, and then brake off : He got nothing by 
all his fix days waiting, becauſe he watcht not this ſeaſon : 
and the reaſon is, becauſe though obedience at all times pleaſe 
Gad, yet there is a punRuall and peculiar ſeaſon of obedience, 
wherein he bleſſech : all the other as of obedience are but pre- 
paratory , there is a ſpeciall nick and ſeaſon of obedience 
which crownes with bleſſing : perſeverance is the only grace 
that crownes a Chriſtian : Methuſelab lived nine hundred nine- 
ty andnine years, it he had fallen away from grace at the nine 
hundred ninety and nine years end, all the good that he had 
done or got before had been quite forgotten : To obtaine a 
bleſſing, its notenough to obey God , but we muſt obey him 
in that point and nick of time wherein he will give the bleſ- 
ſing ; as to meet with a friend in a placez its not eneugh to 
walke there often, you may walke there a week together and 
not meet him, but you muſt walke there in that nick of time 
wherein he appoints you the meeting. 

6 There is ſometimes an opportunity given to receive ſome 
gitt of the ſpirit, which if wenegle& we ſhall never have the 
like againe : as you may ſee in Eliſha, when Elijah was: to leave 
the world,and to ride in ftate to heaven in his Coach or bright 
Chariot, ſaith he to Eliſha, Ask what I ſpall doe for thee before 1 
be taken away from thee , and Eliſha ſaid, I pray thee let a double 
portion of thy ſpirit be upon me , ſaith Elijah thou haſt asked - 

har 


(13) 
bard thing; nevertbeleſſe, if you ſee mee when F am taken from 
thee, it (ball be ſo unto thee; but if not, it ſball not be ſo : And it 
came to paſſe as they ſtill went on, and talked, that behold there appea- 
red a Chariot of fire, and horſes of fire, andparted them both aſun« 
der , and Elijah went up by a whirlewinde into keaven, and Eliſha 
ſaw it, &c. RY : 
Here was atickliſh opportunity , a ſlippery opportunity : 
had Eliſha miſſed ic, he had never had the like a : So _ 
. thou bave ſome gales and ruſhings in of the ſpiric, to put thee 
on to duty, ſome breathings of the ſpirit ro blow up thy cold 
heart into holy heats and defires; ſome coruſcations and 
beames of the ſpirit to enlighten thee, ſome joggings and pro- 
vokings to heavenly -mindedneffe, ſome ſtrengthnings of the 


ſpirit againlt a Juſt proffered thee, which if you put off it may 


be thou wilt never have the like againe. 


7 So when a man doth by providence injoy the ſociety 


and company of a godly man, that is, ofa choice. ſpirit; here 
he hath an opportunity to taſte fruic from him , which if he 
negleQ, he may never have the like againe. 

A man may by providence be caft upon the company and 
fruition of ſucha precious and fruitfull Chriftian , ſuch an 
experienced Chriſtian, that he ſhall hardly meet wich ſuch a 
one againe in all his dayes: Ah ! now how ſhouldſt thou im- 
prove his graces whilſt thou haſt him ? How ſhouldſt thou 
ſuck experiences from him ? How ſoon he may be removed 
from thee, or thou-from him, thon knoweſt nor : providence 
that lends thee him and his graces for a while, may carcy him 
from thee to another place; and then thou looſeſt thou know= 
eſt not what : Ah ! how will the lofſe of ſuch an opportunity 
afterward damp the ſpirit ! | 

Thus Felix, whilſt Paul was in priſon, enjoyed a rich op- 
portunity : he had arich Jewel in the Casket of opportunity: 
Ah what an improvement might Felix. have made of Paul all that 
time ? hehad been happy Felix then : Sometimes he ſent for 
Paul and heard him reaſon of righteouſneſſe, temperance and 
judgement to come; but he might have had more of Pauls 
company if he would : he knew not what a price he had in his 
hand whilft he had Paul in bis cuſtody: but he loſt his opportu- 
nity, for within two yeares he was removed , and never en+ 
Joyed ſuch an opportunity againe: And thus I have done with; 
the firſt part, 2- There 
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(14) 
2 There are opportunities of doing good, which if we neg. 
le& we may never have the like again. 
x When you are travelling, and fall in upon the way with 
a man you never ſaw before, and a thoufandto one never ſhall 


ſee againe; here's an opportunity for thee to doe his ſoul 


good, to drop heaven into his ſoul; which ſeaſon thou maiſt 
never have againe to ſeaſon him with a word of grace: Thug 
Philip falling in with the Ewnuch whilft he was riding on hig 
way homeward from Feruſalem, cloſed with him and preach- 
ed Chriſt unto him, and was an inftrument to ſave the foule of 
him whom he never ſaw before, nor ever after ſaw againe. 

2 When thou art in an office for a time, it may be but one 
yeare, thou art cloathed with 'authoricy and opportunity to 
doe good, which thou maiſt never have againe. Time will 
ſtrip thee of thy robes of Authority, thou mayit lay down thy 
life before thou layſt downe thy office ; it not, yet annuall 
offices expire,and fall off of themſelves , and when thiae a1- 
thority is gone, thy opportunity is gone : as a man that jh1h 
a ſword or aſtaffe in his hand, ifhis ftaffe be wrencht out of 
his hand, he hath loſt his opportunity to folle his enemy; fo 
it is when the ſtaffe of authority is paſſed out of thy hand unto 
another, thy time is gone, 

Felix whilſt he was in office, was married unto a gallant 
opportunity to releaſe Paul out of Prifon,but he did not hus- 
band the opportunity, and he was divorced from it for ever, 
for ſaith the Text, after two years Portius Feſtus came into 
Felix room, and Felix willing to ſhew the Jewes a pleaſure 
left Paul bound. 

3 So when a man is dying, upon his death+bed, there you 
have an opportunity todoe his ſoul good, which you (hall 
never have againe : Thus Chriſt dropt in grace and good 
counſell into the thiefe upon the Crotle , the Crofſe was his 
death-bead, which had it been omitted , the thiefs ſoul had 
been loſt within a few howres for ever, and the opportunity 


 gonetoo, 


4 So when afriend is in affli&ion, then thou haſt an oppor- 
tunity to ſtrike whilſt the iron is hot, to hamble him while 
he is humbled : to ſpeake a word in ſeaſon ro him while his 
heart is ſeaſoning and melting : as the Jews and thoſe eaſterne 
people doe plough and ſow their ground when the former 
raine 


(15) 
ratnc bath ſofened it, Ah ! Sow then(fornow is the opportr:- 
nity) I ſay, ſow the feed of inſtrution upon a ſinners heart. 
while the fortmer or Jatter raine of afli&ion fals upon him, 
itis a ſofrning time, a melting time; while the raine drops, 
cheearth is ſoft : He that made a ſcorne of godlineſſe before, 
will then be of another made, and hear counſel] then if ever 
he will hear it. | 

5 So which a godly man is by providence caſt into a fami- 
ly, he hath an opportunity to diftill ſhowres and drop divine 
influences, whil (tike aftar) he is fixed there , which if he 0- 
wits, he may never havethe like againe : thus Paul being in the 
Jylors family preacher the Goſpell to him, and to his hou(- 
hold , and he beleived in God (faith the Text ) wich all his 
houſhold, 

6 $0 when a Minifterhath interefts in the hearts of a peo- 
ple, let him improve it, and look to it, for he knows not how 
ſoon the tide may turne, and he never have the like oppor- 
tunity againe, 

7 Rich men, You that are in profpericy and have your 
ſayles fil'd with pales of wealth , you have opportunities to 
honour God, which others havenor, and which if you neg- 
Ie& you may ſuddenly never have the like againe. 

1 You have wherewich to maintaine and encourage the 
Goſpel, to give to the Saints ; and truly it is the higheſt ad- 
vance of riches, to tnake riches an inftrament to advance reli- 
gion : Oh theh honour God with thy ſubſtance, lay out for 
God and his Goſpel, leafttheLord , thou knoweſt not how 
ſoon, ſend a North-wind to blow upon thee, and freezup thy 
wealth, and then thou 'maytft never have the like tide of op- 
Fortunity againe, 

2 Beſides, you have greater opportunities for hearing the 
word, and praying in your fecret cloſers,then poor men have, 
who live upon the ſweat of their brows : you may be pray- 
ing when the poor muſt be laboaring for their living, you 
may be meditating,whilſt, they muſt be getting their bread. 

If then you, rich ones,ſfee poor men that are neceſſitated to 
work hard for a meane living , more lively, more frequent 
and abundant in duties then your ſelves are, know now you 
walke not by rule, where much is given, much is required ; 
and to whom God hath given much, ofchem he asks the gs 
who 
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(16) 
who are happier, they that are inthe Kitchin, or they that 
attend upon the Prince ? Eb, Eh 

Ab, you richand great perſons! this is a high. favourand 
tranſcendent honour, that God hath freed you from inferi. 
our drudgery , to imploy you in more noble ſervices in the 
Court, while others muſt ſerve their occaſiuns ; you that have 
fulnefle of the world, you have fulnefſe of time to injoy the 
Kings preſence, and wait upon Chriſts perſon in holy duties, 
and therefore know that you ſhould be more with God. then 
others : Holinefſe js your trade, and your cloſets are your 
ſhops, and every day. is a Sabbath day to you: Take your op» 
portunities ; that may beenough for one which is too lit- 
tle for another z where God gives much opportunities ,. they 
muſt doe much for God. 

8 A man may have an opportunity to ſuffer for Chriſt, 

which if he ngle& he may never have the like againe : To ſuf- 
fer for Chriſt is honorable, God will not put this honour up- 
on every one, he puts this honour upon his veſſels of honour: 
he gives grace toa man, andcaſts him intoa veſſel of filver or 
gold, and then throws him into the fire to melt, and ſuffer for 
his name :- The metal of that Chriſtian muſtbe ſilver or gold 
that can ſaffer for Chriſt: a veſſel of wood, throw him into 
the fire, his hoops will fly off , hee'l breake aſunder, and ne- 
ver hold out. 
The three children that were caſt into the fiery furnace , what 
glorious. mould and metall were they made of ? Had they not 
taken. the opportunity to ſuffer for God, they might never 
have m*t with ſuch a one againe, 

1, For what a ſpreading fame and glory of God did 
their ſufferings ſcatter over all the world? God is acknows- 
ledged and adored by Nebuchadnezzar, a Decr:* is made that 
every People, Nation, and Language which ſpeake amiſle a» 
gainſt the God of Sbadra:h, Meſback and Abednego, ſhall be cut 
in pieces: Then Nebuchadnezzar ſpake and ſaid, bl-ſſed be the 
God of Shadrack Meſhach and Abednego , who bath ſent his 
Angel, and delivered his ſervauts that truſted in him , and have 
changed the Kings word, and yeelded their bodies, that they might 
not ſerve nor war{hip any God,except their own God, Therefore Imake 
a Decree that every People, Nation or Language , which ſpeake any 
thing amiſſe againſt th2 God of Shadrach, Meſhach and Abed- 
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(17) 
go» ſball be cut in pieces , and their houſes ſhall be made a dung - 
hill, becauſe there is no other God that can deliver after this ſort : 
Here Gods glory ſhines out of their ſufferings, even encmies 
acknowledge none like Tſraels God. 

Here they found a moſt glorious opportunity to honour 
God, which it they had loft, they mighe never have had the 
like againe ; had they loſt this opportunity God had loft his 

lory. 
| 2 To honour themſelves : for 

1 They were no ſooner in the fire, but they met with Fe- 
ſus Chriſt there ; Then Nebuchadnezzar the King was aftonied,and 
roſe up in haſte, and ſpake and ſaid unto bis Counſellors , Did not we 
caſt three men bound into the midſt of the fire? they anſwered and 
ſaid unto the King , True O King : He anſwered and ſaid, Lo, IT ſee 
four men loo [e walking inthe midſt of the fire, and they bave no burt, 
and the forme of the fourth is like the Sonof God: They were 
but three that were caft into the fire, but Nebuchadnezzar ſaw 
foure there : And the forme of the Fourth was like the Son 
of God : Whether it were Feſus Chriſt the naturall Son of 
God, oran Angel, who are called the Sons of God, here was 
a great honour ; the Angels of the Lord are preſent wich the 
Saints in their ſufferings, and Jeſus Chriſt is preſent with the 
Saints in their ſufferings : When thou paſſeſt through the waters 
I will be with thee , and through the Rivers they ſhall not overflow 
thee, when thou walkeſt through the fire thou ſhalt not be burnt neither 
ſball the flame kindle on thee : Angels company and Chriſts com« 
pany isa wondrous honour : We count it a great honour to 
have Princes to be our companions ; the Sainrs in their ſuf- 
ferings have Princes for their companions', Feſus Chriſt and 
his Angels: and thy ſuffering time is the opportunity to en- 
Joy the company of theſe Princes and great ones. 

2 It was an honour to them, that God ſlould worke ſuch 
anoble miracle for them, as to ſtop. the mouth of the fire, 
that it could not burn them 3; And the Princes, Governours and 
Captains, and the Kings Counſellors being gathered together, ſaw theſe 
men upon whoſe bodies the fire had no power, nor was an haire of their 
beads ſinged, neither were their coats changed, nor the ſmell of fire 
bed paſſedon them: Ah wonderfull! So did God honour his 
ſervants : the fire ſtill retained its pony of burning , and 
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(18) 
yet couldnot burne them : the youee and (©) praperty of 
burning was not taken from the fire, for then ic had been no 
miracle : what miracleis it for that thing not to burne which 
cannot burne ? The miracle therefore did not confift in takin 

away thenaturall power of burning from the fire, butin chis 
that when the fire had che grateſt heat and power of burning, 
yet it could not burne them : The fire had its full power and 
property to burne, but could not exerciſe it : what an honour 
was it to walke ſafe in the midſt of the fire? How did God 
magnify them, that they ſhould be inthe fire and yet be fafe - 
from the fice? the fire doth not kill them bur kifle them : 
the fire doth not conſume them, but court them ; and denies it 
{c1f, rogive them courteous entertainment ; they walke in the 
fireas in a pleaſant aire: what honours are theſe put upon 


Apoor creatures! they werebound hand and foot, when they 


were caſt into the fire, and yet Nebuchadnezzar ſees them walk: 
the fire had heat to burne their bonds, but not power to touch 
their bodies : Had they miſt this opportunity of ſuffering they 
had miſſed of this honour. 

3 Their ſuffering was the Churches honour and advantage: 
it won great reſpe&and honour to the Jewiſh Church and 
Religion : Nel uchadnezzar makes a Decree that no people ſhall 
ſpeake any thing amille of the God of Shadrach, Meſhach and 
Abediego : Now their God comes into requeſt wich the King 
himſclte, and their deliverance flying abroad upon the wing 
of fame, makes their God famous, and their Religion fa* 
mous, and their people the Jews famous : How many taunts 
and deriſions caſt daily at the Jewes for their worſhip, were 
ſuppreſſed by the ſeverity of this Law ? Wichout doubt this 
D.cree was of ſpeciall uſe for the comfort of the Jewes , they 
had a ſweet, calme, and Halcion time of peace and ſerenity 
upon it; Ah! What honour and advantage brought they 
to the Church by taking this opportunicy of ſuffering ? 

4 Anddid nor their ſuffering and their deliverance (think 
yee ) ſtrengthen the weak faith of their diſtreſſed brethren the 
poor Jews? Did ic not inſpire them with carage,& root them 
deeper in the love of their Religion? How many Heathens and 
Chaldeans might this great miracle of deliverance worke home 
tothe trac God ? - Surely Nebuchadnezzars D:ccee made the 


learning of God famous among the Gentiles, a ſpeciall helpe 
to 
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to converſionz as we may fee in th: three Magi or wiſe 
men. 

Ah my belove3 ! your ſufferings may be the converſion of 
others : How willing would we be to preach a. Sermon if we 
knew it would be the converſion of ſome Soul? Let metel you 
that thy ſuffering for Chriſt may be the beſt Scrmon that ever 
thou preacheſt all thy life long,and win more upon ſouls,then 
all the Sermons thou didft preach in all thy life : as we fay,that 
ro live well is the bu{t preaching, I fay alſo, to ſuffer well is the 
beſt preaching ; To ſuffec tor godlinefle is the moſt powerfull 
preaching of godlinefſe. He that can ſuffer beſt tor Jeſus 
Chriſt is the beſt preacher of Jeſu Chriſt : the beſt ſufferer is the 
beſt Preacher. 

Ak you Saints! this way you may all be Preackers : let 
your lives preach, and Jet your ſufferings preach Feſus Chriſt : 
looſe not your opportunitics of ſuffering. 

5 I am ſure alſo they will increaſe your future glory : 
every ſuffering will be a graine put into the ſcale of your hea- 
venly glory, to make it more weighty : For our light afflition 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory : Oh ! be for ever contented to have 
fellowſhip with Jeſus Cbriſt in all his ſufferings; Ic is ſaid 
that the Saints have grace for grace with Feſus Chriſt, be con- 
tent alſo to have ſuffering for ſuffering with Jeſus Chriſt , you 
ſhall alfo have glory for glory with him : it you have fuffec- 
ing for ſuffering, you ſhall alſo have glory tor glory with 
him : Ah then! Looſe not 'your opportunities of futfering 
for Jeſus Chriſt: if you looſe your opportunity of futtering, 
you looſe a part, a beame of your glory, your glory in hea- 
ven will be ſo much thedarker. 

9 You that are young men, that are the twigs and branches 
of youth , you have blofſomes of opportunities growing on 
you , which if you negle& you ſhall neyer have the like a- 
gaine : There are opportunities that are married to youth , 
which if you ſever can never be united .againe : you have 
ſtrength to ſerye Chriſt, which old age hath not : you have 
yet no cares of the world in your heads to keep out heaven- 
ly contemplations : you are yet ſcarce in the world, and ther- 
fore have not much of the world in you : Oh drinke in hea- 
ven, before you drinke in the cares of the world into your 
thoughts : 
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(20) 
thoughts: Fill your thoughts firſt with God before you {11 
them with the world; fill your Sayles with the gales of 
Chriſt, before they are filled with the aery vanities of the crea. 
ture : you have a great deale of your time before you, when 
old men have their time behind them, gone and paft, and but 
a little of it left before them, 

10 So thereisan opportunity ſometimes to ſave 'a whole 
Church,which if we negleCt, we may never have the like again: 
Such an opportunity carne before Heſter, which if ſhe had not 
look*cit in the face, and embraced ir, all rod jt had been 
cut off at one blow by Hamans policy : He had got the Kings 
Decree that the thing ſhould be done , Tf it pleaſe the King let it 
be written that they may be deſtroyed , and the King tooke bis Ring 
from off bis band, and gave it unto Haman,and ſaid unto Haman , the 
ſilver is given unto thee, the people alſo to doe with them as it ſeemeth 
good to thee : The figner-Ring did repreſent the Kings authoricy 
and name; andtherefore when one gave his Ring to another 
he gave his power over to him to doe what he would in his 
name; as Pharaoh took his Ring off from his hand, and 
put it upon Foſephs hand, that Foſeph might in the Kings 
name figne Decrees as Viceroy of Egypt ; and Alexander the 
Great when he was fick and lay ſpeechleſſe, and ſaw no hopes 
of life,took his Ring from his finger,and gave it to Perdiccas to 
ſignifie(as is thought )that *rwas his mind that Perdiccas ſhould 
ſuccced him : So Haman had got the Kings Ring to ſigne the 
fatall Decree, And letters were ſent by poſt into all the Kings 
Provinces to deſtroy, to kill and to cauſe to periſh all Jewes both 
young and old, little children and women in one day : Here the poor 
Church was at a dead lift : Hamans teeming hopes were at 
the birth, nay (8s it were) betwixc the wumbe and the world; 

and now heres an opportunity (now or never) toftep in and 
ſavethe Church : Save Lord, now or never, Heſter takes the 
opportunity, Who knows ſaith Mordecay to her, whether thou art 
come to the Kingdome for ſuch a time as this ? Sucha time, which 
carries nothing but death in the wombe of it : Such a time, 
wherein the Jews, as if all jtheir necks had ſtood upon one 
ſhoulder , were deſtined to the blow : at this time Heſter 
ſtrangled the defigne, and ſaved the Church by taking the 
opportunity, which had ſhe negleRed, a thouſand to one {he 
her ſe]fe kad never eſcaped to have had the like againe. 
11 Some- 
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x1 Sometimes there's an opportunity given to reforme 
and purge a Land, which if we negle& may nevec be given a- 
aine in our daycs, as you may fee in Fudges , the fictt and 
| A Chapter z in the firſt Chapter there you (hall finde that 
the Children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebuſites that inhabi- 
ted Jeruſalem, but the Tebuſties did dwell with ihe children of Ben= 
jamin in Feruſalem : Neither did Manaſſeb drive out the inhabitants 
of Bethſbean and her townes, and neither did Ephraim drive out the 
Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer : and neither did: Zebulun drive out 
the Inhabitants of Kitron, nor the Tnbabitants of Nabalol , but the 
Canaanites dwelt among them,and became Tributaries,and what then? 
ſee Judges 2. 1,2,3- An Angel of the Lord came up from Gilpall 
to Bochim, and ſaid, Tmade you to goe up out of Egypt , and have 
brought you into the Land which I ſware unto your Fathers, and 1 
ſaid, I will never breake my Covenant with you , and you ſhall make 
Ro league with the Inhabitants of this Laud, you ſhall throw downe 
their Alters, but you have not obeyed my voice [| you have not appre : 
bended the ſeaſon and opportunity , - what then ? tis loſt in 
your dayes, and in your ſons dayes, for many generations 
For now I will not drive them out from before you: I have ſaid it; 
it is now paſt cure, but they fhall be as thornes in your ſides, 
and their gods ſþall be a ſnare unto you, And when the Angel of the 
Lord ſpake theſe words wnto all the children of Tſrael, th- people lift up 
their voice,and wept,& they called the name of that place Bochin,that 
is Veepers: they wept ſo much, becauſe chey had ler lip cheir 
opportunity, bur all their floods of teares could not bring 
back the opportunity again, nor turne the tide : ] pray God 
this be not Englands caſe; time was when we had the of- 
portunity to deſtroy the Canaanites, Herefie, Error, Prophanc= 
neſſe out of the land : but now the bird of opportunity is fled 
out of our hand : She hath taken wing, is fled away and gone: 
and I feare me we ſhall not ſte her againe in our days : the 
Scepter of Feſis Chriſt is the primum mobile of all good govern 
ment, ſet him up, and his government right, and he will ct 
States right : till this great white! bz ſer right, all the leſſer 
are like cnough to goe wrong : Ah England! I am afraid of 
that Text concerning thee, Becauſe T would have purged thee , 
and thou waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not be purged from thy filthineſſe 
any mo-e, til Thave cauſediny fury to reſt up;n thee. 
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Let us now make application 3 And firſt then, 

Negle& not your opportunities of heaven ; make the beſt 
of your fouls opportunities : looſe not opportunity for [a 
world: you have a world of opportunities, looſe not one 
opportunity for a world : O you that have fouls to ſave, fave 
your opportunities : oh your ſoales! oh your ſouls! am 
afraid of your ſouls. 

1 [f you looſe your ſouls, wee Miniſters looſe all our 
labour, and Chrift looſeth all his blood that he hath ſhed for 
your ſoules , and what account can you giveto God for fo 
much coſt? Moſt of you doe not value your fouls worth 
the ſaving : Many a man doth prize his Oxe or his Aﬀſe more 
then ſome men prize their ſoules. 

2 The Devils have loft their opportunities , will you not 
take warning by the Devils ? if you will not cake yonr op- 
ag; you will ſhortly be as irrecoverable as the De- 
vils, 

3 Opportunities loſt cannot be bought againe for gold : As 
Ahab could not buy Naboths Vineyard of him , Naboth would 
take no meney for it ; ſo opportunities lolt_catinot be bought 
back againe for money ; if thou wouldft bid never ſo high for 
them, thou canſt not have them upon any price; thou canſt 
not pray thine opportunities back againe, thou canſt not 
weep thine opportunities back againe, as you may fee by Eſau, 
he loſt his opportunity, and when afterwards be would have inhe - 
rited the bleſſing , he could finde no place of repentance , though be 
ought it with tears : Facob was no ſooner gone away with the 
bleſſing, bur Eſau comes in with hope of the bleſſing , the 
— was gone but one minute, and yet cannot be reco- 
vered, 

4 Every opportunity thou Tooſeſt thou groweſt worle 
and worſe : thou art bad to day, if thou looſeſt this opportu- 
nity, thou ſhalt be worſe to morrow : as Cain, God converfed 
with him (as it were )to day, Why art thou wroth ? why is tby 
countenance fallen, if thou doe well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? and 
if thou doeſt not well fin lyeth at the dzor : but he was not bettered 
by this opportunity , and preſently he grew worſe upon It, 
for the next thing he did was, be talked with his brother Abel, 
and ſlewhim. 

5 Salvation, which theſe opportunities carry in their 
wombe, 
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wombe, isa tranſcendent birth , a bleſſing of the firſt magni- 
tude: who would not be ſaved? all things elſe are but ſha- 
dows and trifles, to this reality called Salvation. 

Thoſe are the ſons of wiſedome that contend for ſubſtance, 
for God, for heaven : God is not a thing indifferent, and, Je- 

Chriſt is no circumſtance: Honors, caſe, worldly profits 
and pleaſures, all theſe, theſe I fay, are in their nature things 
indifferent, and being compared and put in the ſcale with 
Chrift, are lefſe then things indifferent , even toyes, dreames, 
lofſe, dung, meer nothings, at beſt but fading things,that paſſe 
away as a piture drawn upon the Ice, which ſoon vanitſheth : 
They are meer accidents, nay ſeparable accidents, that may be 
taken from the ſabje& without its hurt, a man may ſpare them 
and yet be happy ; but God is the Effence of the Soul, the eter- 
nall Entity Soar happinefſe. This is life eternall to know thee 
the onely true God and Feſus Chrift whom thou haſt ſent. 

6 It may be(O Sinner ) chat art now in thy fins, it may be 
this very day, even this particular Sermon , may be thy 
day, that if thou repent not at this very Sermon thou looſeſt 
eternall life for ever. ' 

Thus Feſus Chriſt ended the day of grace on the Scribes and 
Phariſees even in the very Sermon time whilſt Chriſt was 
FR_ to them, they were delivered up to hardnefle of 

eart. 

7 In a word, to paſſe by Jeſus Chriſt carrieth with it 
the moſt ſurpaſſing wrath : to diſreſpe& the offer of mercy 
uſhers in the greateſt miſery. How ſhall wee eſcapeif wee negle@? 
fo great Salvation. That is, you ſhall not eſcape ſo, you ſhall not 
paſſe with an ordinary doome upon you. 

Sinners! opportunity attends you, Chriſt is yours if you'l 
have him : the Lord Feſus is at your ſervice, if you will im- 
brace him : God ſends up and downe the world to offer Sal- 
vation , hence that phraſe | my ſalvation is gone forth | Mer- 
cy waytson you, and kneels to you, and does obeyſance to 
your ſouls ; when you are running from it, mercy runs after 
you to catch you andimbrace you : Ah how long hath free- 
grace ſtood at your doors, waiting your leiſure when you 
would lether in? yet ſhe cals and knocks againe, you may 
yet be ſaved, bur if you will goe on ſtill,and diſreſpe& mercy, 
it brings the greateſt miſery ; The greateſt ſeverity goes _ 
wit 


Ifte divitie nec 
vere ſunt nec 
veſtre. 


loh. 17.3. 


Heb. 2. $+ 
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(24) 
with the Goſpel : greateſt ſeycrity goes along with the grea- 
teſt mercy. | 

The Goſpel is the greateſt mercy that ever ſaluted the 
world, and there's the greateſt ſeverity with the Goſpel chat 
ever came with any mercy into the world : Men ſhall bedeeper 
in hell becauſe heaven was offered them, and they would not : 
All they ſuffer here is but typicall of the wrath to come : here 
they but fip of the top of Gods cup, there they muſt drink the 
dreggs, though ic beeternity, to the bottome 3 a Sodomite in 
Hell fhall fare better then the refuſer of Jeſus Chriſt, See the 10. 
Mat. 14,15, verſes, and Whoſoever ſhall not receive you , nor bear 
Your words, when you depart out of that houſe or City , ſhake off the 
duſt of your feet; VerilyI ſay unto you it ſhall be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodome and Gomorab in the day of Fudgement, then for that 
City. 1s not herethe greateſt ſeverity with the greateſt mercy 2 
So againe in Mat. 11.21,22.#/0e unto thee Corazin, woe unto thee 
Bethſaida, for if the mighty works which were done m you, had been 
done in Tyre and Sydon, they would have + pans long agoe in Sack» 
cloth and aſhes; but I ſay unto you, it [ball be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sydon at the day of Fudgement then. for you. Is not here the 

greateſt ſeverity going along with the greateſt mercy? 
God can better bear any thing then the contempt of his 
free grace in the offers of mercy. 
More yet ; When the Goſpel began to be preached, ſairh the 

Matth.z.ro, Text, Now is the Axe laid to the root of the Tree; Jeſus Chriſt 
comes with his Basket and his Axe, his Basket to gather fruit, 

{ fMunditicenim his Axe to cut downe the rreeif it will-nor bear fruit ; and is 

# -neceſſariaeſt ad not herethe greateſt ſeverity with thegreateft mercy? If there 

=. quod mens were a ſword on Moſes thigh, there is an Axe in Chrifts hand. 

0 applicet, ew is the Axe laid to the root of the tree [Now] that is, your 
| :manzinguina- Opportunity is Now, if you paſſe by this{ now] you are gone; 
wr ex hoc quod for ought 1 can tell, you are chopt off preſently, Negle& not 
mnferioribus 7e- the preſent [Now] leaft yee be cut off for ever. 

| 7 "oJurz "kr $ Conſider ſinis your diſhonour !it doth (f) degrade you, 

* 1 Theveſtureofmansnatureis baſe and beggarly fince it was 


. Res ex immix- . x A 
-ticn? pejoris ſor- patched with fin : It is a debaſing of the gold ro marry it wich 


{| deſcit.ut argen- any mettal of a courſer birth , ſo*tis a diſhonour to man to 
Im ar inmiz- match his golden nature (ſo God at firſt made ir holy and 
one plumb! righteous) I ſay, to match thy golden nature to baſe-borne 


Aquia. fum. . - . : 
es n ” 3 drofle,to low=borne fin, which derives its pedigree from hell, 
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None bat eſs Chriſt is a fic match for the ſoule of man, 
take che opportunity then , and make choice of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Eſpoule thy ſoul to him, and keep the marriage knot invio- 


late with him, Rom.7,4. 
gs Comein quickly, take the opportunity to come in pre- 
ſently to Fe/ws Chriſt, leaſt your fins (before you are aware) ri- 
too faſt, and you be cuc downe you know not how toon 
Sins (£) multiply ; one {in will ſhortly multiply into many ; 
arelike circles in a pond, one circle begets another, ſo 
doth one fin beget another, a lefſer begets a greater, as in a caſe 
of ftaires, one faire is aſtep to another , ſo every tm is a ftaire 
to helpe up to higher and worſefins. | 

It is wonderfull to behold the great flames bred out of (mall 
ſparks of fin,how one ſin hatched a greater; fin is like a whicl- 

1, which firſt ſacks in one part, and then another , and ne- 
ver defifts untill it drawes in and plungeth the whole body, 

10. Aman may performe duties of Religion after his day 
ofgrace is ſet upon him: you thinke that as long as a man per- 
formes duties, and doth many good things; his day of grace is 
not paſt : My beloved, obſerve me. A man may come to 
Church , performe religious duties, doe many good things, 
have many meltings upon his heart, after his day of grace is 
paſt and gone : as Saul went on in duties of Religion aſwell at- 
ter Samuel had pronounced the Lords doom upon him as be- 
fore. How many times was he offering ſacrifice to the Lord, 
after the Prophet had told him that he was a man rejeftecd } 
How many good ſpeeches came from him? what melcings 
ſome time fell in upon his ſoule? as if there were hopes of 
him, and yeta loft man , his opportunities were paſt : cloſe 
then, cloſe preſently with the opportunities of Jeſus Chriſt. 

My ſecond uſe ſhall be, to ſet 'out unto you the excellency 
and Majeſty of Gods opportunities, that you may ſtand inawe 
and reverence of them, and by no means {light them or neglc& 
them : Myſteries are dreadfull,we honor them ; There are my- 
ſteries in Gods opportunities. My beloved, there are thefe three 
charaers ofmyſterie and cxcellency engraven upon Gods op- 

rtunities ; It may beſome may thinke of and adde more, 
but at preſent obſerve three charaQters of myſterie and cxcel- 
lency upon Gods opportunities. Firſt, they are eafie, Second- 
ly,they are ſudden and uncxſpe&ed, Thirdly, ſometimes-chey 
come belide our incention. E 2 x Firtt: 
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t Firſt, Gods opportunities are caſte , they bring great 
matters to birth with eafic travell : they bring hard things to 
paſſecafily : Oh that this were obſerved. In Gods opportuni- 
ic it is an caſie thing to beleeve, to repent, to ſubdue a (in,and 
to overcome a temptation : as it is an caſte matter for the Ship 
to go when ſhe hath the windeto fill her ſayls. Every thing is 
donecaſily in Gods opportunitie, whether ir be to ſave a ſoul, 
or todeſtroya ſoule : becauſe God in his opportunity makes 
all things concur and brings circumftances together to ſtrike 
up the ation ſuddenly you ſhall ſeeir. 

1 Firft, In the ruinc ofa man, in the deſtru&ion of a man : 
when *cis Gods opportunitie to deſtroy a man, what eafie way 
will he make for't? As Saul, when Gods time came that he 
muſt periſh, he ſlew himſelfe, there was no diffi-ulty in. the 
worke, he fell himſelfe upon his ſword, as the ſtone doth to 
its center : How eaſily was Fericho taken? when the Prieſts 
blew the Trumpets,and the people ſhouted, the wals fel down 
flat of themſelves : How eafily was Pharaoh and his Army de- 
ſtroyed in the red Sea 2 The Sea was divided, anda way made 
for him,that he might not ſtand upon'r, but run voluntary in- 
to the womb of death ; Oh the efficacy of Gods opportunities! 
How eaſily did Goliab fall, what ftirres and bluſterings did he 
a& alictle before upon the ſtage of pride and boaſting, making 
a challenge to all Iſrael? but when Gods opportunitie comes 
how eafily is he flaine? And therefore the Scripture ſpeaks 
this with an Emphaſis. So David prevailed over the Philiſtine with 
a ſling and with a ſtone, and ſmote the Philiſtine , and flew him, but 
there was no ſwordin the hand of David. 

2 SoGods opporcunities worke good for men eaſily, they 
bring great matters of good to paſſe with no difficulty : when 
'ris Gods opportunitie that David ſhall take poſſeſſion of his 
Kingdome, it fals into his mouth (as it were )not onely Saul, 
but all his ſons, (that might ſtand as ſo many ſcreens between 
David and the Crowne) are taken out ofthe way. The houſe 
of 7udah, they of themſelves, come and annoint David King 0- 
ver them. Then Abner Sauls Generall of his whole Army, 
diſpleaſed with Iſhboſheth revolts to David, and all the Tribes 
come to Hebron to annoint David King over Iſrael : Do you ſee? 
this great worke is done to his hand. 
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So in Gods opportunities it is an eaſie thing to beleeve and 
repent, A&.16.14. Luk, 19.6.1 Kin. 19. 20. 

Ah my beloved! the eaſe of beleiving and repenting at- 
tends a peculiar opportunity of Gods owne vouchſafing in 
which he doth more readily worke then at other times, 

How ſhall I know when *cis cafic for me to beleeve and re- 

t? 

1 When the light of the ſpiric doth flaſh into the eye of thy 
ſoule, then thy worke is cafie, as when the light of the day 
doth dart its rayes in at the windows of thy Chamber 'ris cafic 
for thee to read a ſmall print. Thus when a light from Hea- 
ven did ſhine upon Paul, and ſhine into Paul, how eafje did his 
worke come off? Lord what wilt thou have me to doe ? 

2 When thy heart is made combuſtible and ready to take 
fire; as when the tinderis dry *cis cafie to light a candle, the 
leaſt ſparke that fals on ir takes fire, and when the fice is com- 
buftible, it is an cafie matter to kindle a fire, ic burnes preſent- 
ly: So when thy heart is ſoftned it eafily takes the imprefſion 
of the ſealeupon it, and when thy choughts are ſtir'd up and 
made combuſtible, 'cis an eafie matter to kindle them into a 
fire of repentance, as in the As, when they were pricked in 
the heart, they ſaid, Men and brethren what ſhall wee doe ? 
repent( ſaith Peter)and they took preſently. 

3 When thine affe&ions and defires are upon the wheel, 
then any worke is eafie, as when a load is upon the wheel *cis 
drawne eaſily, whereas if you ſhould goe about to lug it along 
upon theground it comes on heavily ; and therefore the Lord 
purſuing Pharaoh, took off his Chariot wheels, and they drave 
on heavily : So when God puts thine affetions upon the 
wheel, and ſets them a going , then *cis eafie for thee to doe 
great matters, and therefore obſerve thine opportunity. 

2 Gods opportunities are ſudden and unexpeRted : they 
come upon us without preparation ; God doth not ſend us 
word before hand, when he will viſit us and come to us, as 
ſometimes we ſend to a friend that we will dine with him, or 
ſpeake with him at ſuch an howre ; but Gods opportunities 
come ſuddenly upon us in thetwink!ing of an eye, before we 
be aware, when we know nothing of it, and the ſpirit ruſheth 
in upon a man, and gives him no notice before band, Thus 


Chriſt came and called Matthew| tollow me | on a _— 
whill 
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whilſthe was fitting at the receipt of Cuſtome , And he aroſe 
and followed bim. 

Some poor ſoules have fent up many a prayer to heaven for 
aſſurance, and it hath not cone, and they poor creatures have 
thought that God hath nor regarded them all the while, and 
then,on a ſudden, afſfurance hath come when they look'c not 
for it : Ah dear father, how many mercies from thee have 
come to us uninvited ! thy preventing grace and mercy doth 
alwayes viſit us uninvited : we ſend not for it, it comes freely 
LO US, 

3 Gods opportunities come belides our intention, they 
come ſometimes when weaime not at them : We ſtumble up- 
on heaven, when we are ſeeking ſomething elſe; as a man 
that digged in his garden only to ſet roots and plants, and 
found a pot of gold there ; and as Saul went to Samuel to en» 
quire for his Fathers Afﬀes, and found a Kingdome. This was 
beſides his intention, he ſought one thing and found another, 
his poor Aﬀes were in his intention , but a Crowne was the 
obje& he met with in execution. Oh the miſteries of opportu= 
nity ! *Tis ſo many times in the matters of heaven, 7 am found 
ſaith God of them that ſought me not. Many a ſoul findes Heaven 
beſides his intention : How ſtrangely doe ſome meet with a 
Commiſſion ? they mcet with heaven and grace by acci- 
dent (as it were | they goc to a place onely to ſeek health 
or food, ſomething for the body , and there they light upon 
(beſides their intention) ſalvation for their ſoules, as the lame 
man ſeeing Peter and John askedan almes, there wasall his in- 
tention, and met with a cure both of body and ſoule: and 

the woman of Samaria came to the Well for water., and there 
found a Chrift.lt was an accident to her to meet Chriſt there : 
Gods opportunity comes upon her beſides her intention : Ah 
gracious God ! that ſhe ſhould come for water that very 
houre when Chriſt was there, not before nor after , but 'that 
very houre when Chriſt is there *: ſhee came for water which 
was but puddle, and found a Spring of life; So th e Marri- 
ners that took Jonah into their Ship, they received him onely 
for the fare, he payd them, that was all their intention, their 
tzre and pay tor carriage was all their aime, but they met with 
2 v<tter fare, converſion to the true God, verſe 16. Then the 


ran { by. were Heathens) feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered 


a ſacrifice 


(29) 


«ſacrifice tothe Lord\ that is, to the crrue God, not to Neptune 


- butto theLord|] 


made vowes, So Moſes went to mount Ho- 


reb onely to keep his Fathers ſheep, but there he met with God 
in the burning buſh. Thus you ſee Gods opportunities are 


cloathed with ſtately robes of myftery upon them,behold them 
therefore with holy feare and reverence. 

My third-uſe ſhall giverhe meeting to tender ſouls, who 
will be ready from the breafts of this do&rine to ſuck in fears 
and ſcruples, giving up their opportunities for gone : If this 
be ſo, then we have loſt our opportunities ; Iam an old fin- 
ner, and have ſtood it out all my dayes hicherto againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt, he hath often called me, and I have often refuſed 
him Li 


Yet thou art not in hel], thou art yet on this ſide the 


Uſe 3. 


ObjedF 1. 


ve: O praiſe mercy and free grace, that thou art not yer Anſw. 


inthe center ofhell : thou canſtnot ſay that the oyle uf op- 
portunity is ſpent, as long as thou haſta veſſel more, a day,or 
ear yet more left to receive it; the widdows oyleran till as 
ages there was a veſfell to receive it : Thon canſt not ſay 
that opportunity is done, till life be done : God hath many 
opportunities, though many are loſt, yet all are not paſt. 
Thou ſayft thou haſt loſt ſome G7 Tk: » but God hath 
many opportunities in ſtore : Inde 
portunity fer thee and no more, thou wert gone as Eſau (aid 
. unto Jacob, Haſt thou but one bleging oh my Father * But God 
hath many bleſſings, he hath many mercies, and therefore ma «+ 
ny opportunities for loſt ſoules, he doth not give off for many 
denyals ; after many refuſalls God comes on again, and woes 
afreſh : he hath a treaſury of opportunities, a quiver full of 
opportunities, and if one arrow of mercy be ſpent, if more 
arrows of opportunitie be loſt, and throwne away upon 
thee, he hath more yet to ſhoot atthee, and more yet; Oh 
that God would now draw out an arrow of conver{jon, and: 
bit thy ſoule with it ! What though God hath bent his bow, 
and ſhot many an arrow, many a Sermon at thee, and miſſed ? 
Yet he will ſhoot againe, he can ſhoot and hit, he is rich in 


ed, if God had but one op- 


Gen. 2 7+ 4 8, 


mercies, and therefore rich in opportunities : Oh, but 1 have Objeft.2, 


left my firſt love;] have abated in my flame of love to God,and 
his word, and thepower of godlineſſe; and is my opportu- 
nitie yet before me to recover? is it not loſt? No,it is got lof, 


Anſs, 


Verſe 20. 


(39) 
thine opportunity yet is not gone, a8 you may'ſce in Rene], 
2.4.5. Nevertheleſſe I bave ſomewhat again thee, becau ſe thou baſ 
left thy firſt love. Obſerve, thou thar haſt decayed in the heat of 
thy firſt love, God hath ſomewhat againſt thee, he hath a quar- 
rell with thee, and therefore awake with all ſpeed, for God 
Hath ſomewhat againſt thee, but yet thine opportunity is not 
20ne : for ſaith Godin the next words 3; Remember therefore 
whence thou art fallen,and repent ,and doe thy firſt works, there's yet 
opportunity thar ſhines on.thee,the Sun is not yer {ett,though 
it be going downe : and if thou wilt remember whence thou art 
falten, and repent, and make haſte coriſe, God will rather make 
the Sun to ftand ſtill C as hedid in Foſbuabs time) The Sun of 
opportunity ſhall ratherftand ſtill in the orbe of time, then 
that thou ſhalt looſe thy ſoul, and therefore looke about thee. 

Oh but I am growne luke-warme in religion , which is the 
worſt temper of all thereft, I carenot which end goes for- 
ward. | 

Chrift will afford thee opportunities yet , as you may ſee 
in the Church of Lagdicea, Rev. 3.15. Ihnow thy Workes | I 
know what they are and utterly diſlike them | thou art neither hot 'nor 
cold, Thou art neither an open enemy, nor yet truly zealous of 
my Goſpel , verſe 16. Therefore becauſe thou art luke -warm I will 
ſpew thee out of my mouth : as tepid and luke-warme water doth 
provoke the ſtomack to ſpew it out againe : So will I ( faith 
God) ſpew thee and thy profeſſion out, it is ſo loarhfome to 
me. Obſerve (thou lake-warme Chriſtian) thou art in a fad 
and dangerous condition , God cannot bear with thy pro- 
feſſion long, as the ſtomack cannot hold luke-warme water 
long within it, yet thine opportunities are not yet gone , for 
ſaith Chriſt, Behold T ftans at the door, and knock, if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in unto him , and ſup with 
kim and he with me ; though thou art luke-warme and deſer- 
vet with thy profeſſion to be ſpewed out of my mouth, yet 1 
ſtand at the door and knock : Chriſt was going. CO obſerve thou 
luze-warme Chriſtian, and therefore ſaith he) T ſtand at the 
door and kneck, but (faith hee)Tle pauſe a while betore | goe, 
[le ſtay a little and then goe, Iam unwilling to leave thee 
yer, though thou ſhut me out I will not yet be gone , though 
rhe door belockt againſt me, yet T'le knock a while; for this 
paraſe ſhewes that Chriſt was ſtayed from entring in A + 

4 the 


(31) 
thedoors being ſhat againſt him; yet he would ftand ther: 
waiting,thougk you be all aſleep within,yec I wil ſee whether [ 

can knock'you up : The opportunitie waited ſtill upon the. 

| But (Jod ſeerys to have caft me off into a Sea of fadneſſe-and 
deſertion : he hath-chrowne me over Ship-board out ofthis 
preſence into adepth of deſpaire; I finke, I finke under his an- 

ger, I feare me I ſhall never recover, I am ſodrowned in the Q- 

cean of his frownes, his waves are gone over my Soule, 

A man may thinke bimſelfe gone, and yet his opportunicie 
not gone,he may thinke himſelt paſt helpe, and yet his oppor- 
tunity not paſt; he may (ay, God hath caſt me off, I ſhall ne- 
yer recover more, never ſee the face of God more, and yet op= 
portunity ſhew its face againe, and ſmiles upon him, I will 
fir you a ſtrange inſtance, Jonah in the Whales belly , he had 

ed, highly againſtthe Lord, like a*Runagate who fled 
from his Maſters ſervice, and when he was upon the. Sea,a tem+ 
peſt purſueth him, which would not give him over; a Lot 
to diſcover the malefaQor is caſt, and it fa]s upon Fora ; The 

Marriners.they caſt him over Ship-board : here was a fearfull 

caſe, to bee: caft over Shipp-board with a guilty: conſci- 

ence : how did he fall into the Sea, that had a Sea of terror in 
him ? Well; he is caft in,and a Whale ſwallows him, in. whoſe 
belly he is lodged for three dayes and threenights, after ſuch 

a manner as was never heard of before : how perplexed was 

his flate think you? a man drowned and not drowned; devou + 

red, but not digeſted; alive, but yet as dead ; ah what a dying 

ſoul had he in the living Fiſh ! expe&ing every minute the 
fearefull difſolution of his Soul from his body ; for he was 
under horror of conſcience , now lying on him for his 
fin, and dreadfull conflit of Spirit, as if God had. forſaken 
him, and given ſentence on him, for you ſhall read, ſome ſuch 
were his expreſſions, Thou haſt caſt me ints the deep, that is , the 

.. Sea; thenT ſaid, I am caſt out of thy fight, m; Soul fainted wit h+ 

- Inme. Here Fongh thought his opportunity was gone, but the: 

Whale brings him ſafe to the ſhore, the Whales belly was a 

place of ſafety, a ſan&uary to him, had not the Whale recei- 

ved him, he might have been drowned, for he could not ſwim 
to the ſhore. Ah thou poor dejefted ſoul ! know that God can 
be angry, and yet love thee; he can throw thee into the belly 
of deſpaice, and make thee live in it, as the child voy” the 

ombe, 


Obje. 4. 


a 


Anſwer. 


Jonah 2.34. 


Jonah 2. 2. 


18.39, 13% 


(32) 


 wombe, The Mothers belly is the Babes SanQuary, the child 
_ lyes ſafe in the womb, ſo ſhalt thou ye ſafe in the belly of de- 


ſpair,God will make the belly or womb of deſpair to travel in 
birch till thou art delivered, and therefore-doe as Fonab did, 
belecyc in the midſt of defpaire, pray unto theLord; cry un 
him-out of-the whales "belly, Out of the belly of bell faik 
Fonab ) I cryed and thou beardeſt my voice ; Ah, bleſſed word ! God 
will hear thee when thou art at the worlt; if thou couldfi pray 
in hell,and repent in hell,wert thou in hell,if thou could} be= 
leeve there , God would hear thee there; a ſweet word toa 
deſpairing ſoule : Jonah in the Whales bely ſaid, Ter T'will look 
againe toward-thy boly Temple ; God will give thee leave to look 
upto him though thou art in the bottome of deſtrufion ; I 
am caſt out:of thy ſight (laid arr I will looke againe toward 
thy boly Temple 21 A ſoul is never fo forſaken of God but he may 
look up to his God;though thou artcaſt out of his fight, yet he 
will give thee leave to look upon him: a thou forſaken ſoul! 
a look from thee will pierce his boſom, amournfull Iook from 
the child wounds the breaft of the angry father; though the 
child dares not ſend out a word, yet a mournfull and longing 
look conquers his Fathers heart : Art thouforſaktn of God? 
yet thine opportunity is not gone, dart a look upon-him , if 
thou canft not pray tohim, yet look upon him : Gud Ilbokes 
toſee whether thou wilt look upon him : he waits to be gra- 
cious, thou waitcſt-to becomforted, he waits to comfort 
thee. 

5 Mans extremity is Gods opportunity : when thou art. 
moſt readyto periſh, then is God moſt ready to fave : God or- 
dinarily dorh not fave-in danger, but in extremicy of danger ; 
when *risat the worſt with thee , then *ris Gods opportunity. 
to help thee, as the woman that had the bloouly iſſue, her ex- 
eremity was Chrifts opportunity ; She had a waſting diſcaſe 
120n her, andtime addedtoit; twelve long years had ſhe wi- 
thercd and Janguiſhed under ir ; befides-rhe redioufneſſe , her 
diſcaſe muſtneeds get head by continuance, yet more to. mend 
the marrer,poverty (which is another diſcaſe) was ſaper-ad-: 
ded to her iicknefle (ſhe had ſpent all that ſhe had upun Phy-. 
ſicians) her extremity-now {wels great, ſhe'hath two evils at 
« nce upon her, two unſuffercrable evils; though ſhe were lick; 


rs long as ſhe had ir.)-would have maintained 


and 


(33) 
and ſuccoured her in her ficknefſe , but now want dorh pinch 
her nolefſethen her diftemper, and helps to make her perfe&. 
ly miſerable : ſhe is now perfe&ly miſerable, weak and fick , 
and —_— refreſh her in her weakneſſe : had ſhe ſpent all 
and gained her health ir had been well enough, but alas, ſhe 
hath beggered her ſelfe, undone her tate, and her body; never 
the better, hermony was waſted not her diſeaſe. Now her ex + 
tremity is at the height, what then ? her extremiry is- Chrifts 
opportunity z when her caſe is moſt deſparate ſhe is healed. 
If Ican but touch the hemme of his garment I ſpall be whole. So 

widdow of Sarepta ; Elijah ſentto her by God to be ſuſtai- 
ned by her : when he comes he ſuſtaines her, ſhe is ſuſtained by 
him: for when he comes and asks her food, bring me Ipray thee 
amorſell of bread in thine hand, (he tells him , as the Lord thy God 
liveth, I have not a Cake, but an handfull of meal in a barrel, and 
a little oyle in a Cruiſe, and behold I am gathering two ticks , that 1 
-may goe in and dreſſe it for me and-my Son, that we may eat it and dye. 
She was now upon the borders of extremity : Ic was high 
time for the Lord to ſend the Prophet to her, for ( poor Soul) 
ſhe was now making herlaſt meal; after one meane morſell 
ſhe was yeelding her ſelfe over to death; ſhe was now going 
to eat her laft, that ſhe might dye: and what then ? eruly her 
extremity was Gods opportunity , - Feare not ſaid Elijah to b-r, 
goe and doe as thou haſt ſaid ; make me a little Cake firſt , and bring 
it to me, and after make for thee andthy ſon ; for thus ſaith the Lord 
God of Iſrael, the Barrel of meal ſball not waſte, neither ſh41l the 
Go fv faile untill the day that the Lord ſendeth rain2 upon the 
earth. What a (howre of comfort was here? -ſhe was going to 
eat her laſt and dye, and God ſends the Pcophet to her to pro- 
vide for her the whole famine: How opportuncly doth God 
provide ſuccour to our diſtreſſes! It ishis glory to helpe ar a 
pinch, to begin where wee have given over, that his mercy 
may be ſo much the mere welcome by how much it is the letſe 
look*c for. 

6 Thoughl have loſt time, yet ( ſay)Lord thou haſtnot loft 
time, thou wert before all time, and canſt ſer cime yer befpre 
me: My lofſe of time doth not -put thee to a lolle. 

-7 But wil God bea looſer by me? | have loſt him abundance 
of glory which I might have done him, had I improved my 
opportunities: lu my looing ny opportuniries 1 God hath 


loſt a great deal of his glory, F 2 God 


r Kings (94S. 


Objed. 


An (wer. 


Pro. 19,17, 


Objett. 


Anſwer. 


Numb, 22.15, 


(34) 
. God will be content to fit downe by theJoſſe if thou wilt 
but come in now : Oh tranſcendent mercy! he will looſe a 


| prone part of. his glory rather then looſe thy foul, for he 


nows he can bear the loſle better then thou canft, . | 
2 What he looſeth of his glory by the one way , he gaines 
another way, in pardoning of thee ; he councs it his glory to 
pardon thee : as the Holy Ghoſt, faith, It is a muns glory to 


ſe 
over a tranſgreſſion. In pardoning the fins thou haft lived in fora 


time, he will gaineglory to himfelfe beyond all time; Thou 
haſt ſinned againſt him ſome years, and fo he hath Joſt his glo- 
ry by thee for ſome years, but if he pardon thee thou wilt glv+ 
rity him (wile thou not ? ) for ever- | 

3* What ever glory thou haſt loſtnim , he hath ic all made 
up in Jeſus Chriſt : come in now then and ſerve him cheerful- 
ly in Chrift, doe more for him in a lictle time, chen thou haſh 
done againſt him in a long time. Ah 

3 But I have prayed long, and waited a great while, and 
the Lord doth not hear nor anſwer me, and therefore my P: 
portunity is paſt; when God hath done hearing prayec , 
opportunity is paſt. 

This doth nor argue that thine opportunity is gone, 'but 
that God doth not anſwer thee as ſoon as thou askeft : Thine 
opportunity is not paſt, but onely God takes his leaſure to 
hear thee when he pleafeth : the opportunity is not paſt, bat 
God makes thee ſtay a while before he anſwers: the Lord doch 
not always time his anſwers to the ſwiftnefſe of our expeRa- 
tions. 

2 Gods delayes ſhould make thee fer on him with greater 
ſtrength, and his putting thee off ſhould make thee put on a- 
freſh with ſtronger violence; as the cold weather makes the 
fire burne hotter, ſo Gods ({lackneſſe ſhould make thee more 
hot and carneſt in prayer; and (by an holy Antiperiſtaſis ) be 
kindled from his coldnefſe : Thus *cis with che men of 
the world, when Balak ſent meſſengers unto Balaqm to come 


. unto him, and curſe the people Iſrael; Balaam denyed him, 


agd {ent him word back, that God would not give him leave 
to come : what then ? ſayth the Text, Balak ſent againe certaine 
Princes more.and more honorable then they , fo little is Balak dil- 
couraged with one refuſall, that he ſent ſo much the [tronger 


meffage , More Princes and more honorable ; ah that we could ” 
0 


(35) WY 


po ve ag our good, and with our God! a denyall” 
doth 


whet the defires of vehement Suitors: Why are yee 


faint in ſpirituall things, when yee ace not denyed but delay- 


ed? doth God put the off ? ſend up more prayers, and.more 
honorable againe to him. | 
. ' 3 And therefore when after much ſeeking thou meeteſt not 
with peace and afſurance,do not ſay thine opportunity is paſt, 
bat rather ſay, thine opportunity is not yet come , orthine 
opportunity is yet tocome, For yet a little time, and be that ſhall 
come will come, and will not tarry. 

How ſhall l know mine opportunity is yet to come ? 


Heb. to. 37. 


How ſhall [ 


1 When thou liveſt in expeQation when thou ſtandeft upon know mine 


thy watch-tower to (ce what he will ay unto thee. 

-2 When thou waiteft in the uſe of means, when thou wilt 
not ſeave the uſe of means: when thou ftickeft by the poole of 
Betheſda as the Jame man did, that had a diſcaſe eight and thir- 


Opportunicy 


isyerto 
come ? 
Hah. 2. r. 


ty years, there he came tobe healed, but he was ſtill prevented, +. 


becauſe when he was going downe into the water, another al- 
wayes ftept downe before him ; yet there he ſtayed, he knew 
' there was theplaceand means of healing , and from thence he 
would not goe-z if he wonld lye any where he would lye 
there : and was his opportunity loſt, though he had waited 
long, and been puit by oftcn ? (this is the very doubt )No ſure» 
ly : Chrift viſits him at laſt, there he waited in the uſe of 
meanes, and rather then fail he ſhall be healed without means, 
$3 'When the Fig-tree bloſſomes, then thine opportunity is 
yet to'come, nay *tis at hand : when any bloſſomes of good- 
nelſe any buds and beginnings of a worke appear, any brea- 
things of ſoul in thee after Chriſt, then thine opportunity is at 
hand; as Chriſt ſaid, Learne q Parable of theFig-tree, when bis 
branch is yet tender and putteth forth leaves , know that Summer is 
nigh; and therefore cheriſh every bloſſome of grace, though nc- 
ver ſo tender in thee. Let not a May-froſt nip them : Be yee lift 
up yee everlaſting doores, and the King of glory ſhall come in : When 
your doors, your fouls begin to lifc up themſelves ever ſo lit- 
tle after Chrift, the King of glory is comming in. 

But you bid ns cake the opportunity , and come in now to 
Feſws Chriſt, and beleeve in him and repent, and come out of 
fin: alas you bid vs doe what we cannot doe, we cannor be- 
leeve, nor repent, nor come out of 1in; or cometo Jeſus 
Chriſt of our (cles. 7 You 


Matth, 24.32. 


Objef. 9.. 


Anſw.1, 


2 Cor. 12. 9. 


(36) 
You are to beleeve that you cannot beleeve of your ſelfe ,or 
repent of your ſelfe, or come out of (in by your own ftrength: - 


- and you are not therefore the farther from Chriſt, in that you 


are {o farr from your ſelves, nay you are ncerer to Jeſus Chrift, 
The farther you goe out of your ſelves, and'out of your 
owne ſtcength, the neerer you are gone to Feſus Chriſt : 
when you ſcriouſly and feelingly ſay that you cannot beleeve 
of your (clves, This is the firſt ſeed of faith, I fay to beleeve that 
you cannot beleceve of your ſelves is the firſt ſeed of faith : you 
muſt firſt beleeve your owne weaknefſe , that you may have 
power from Chriſt to beleeve in Chriſt : Is there eyer a poor 


ſoul then in this Congregation, that cryes out, I cannot come 


one of fin of my ſelfe ? this is the firſt worke and ſtep _—_— 
n: 


' ſus Chriſt, to receiveſtrength from him to come out of 


doſt thou fay thou canſt not come out of fin of thyſelf > Now 
thou art the farther from thy ſelfe, and the neerer to Feſus 
Chriſt : They whom Chriſt helps, he makes them firſt ſee them- 
ſelves helpleſſe ; -Feſus Chriſt gives ſtrength to them, whom he 
makesto ſee their ownenothingnefle : they that fay they can- 


not beleeve, Jeſus Chrift is in the way to make them beleeve: 


They that ſay Lord | cannot overcome my fin, Feſus Chriſt be- 
comes their Conquerour for them ; thy nothingnefſe ſhall ſet 
out his power, for my ftrength( ſaith he)is made perfet in weaknes. 

2 And againe, whereas thou ſayeſt,I bid theedoe what thou 


..canſt not doe, thou canſt not repent , nor come out of fin of 


thy (clfe, I anſwer and tell thee, God offers bis hand with thee to 
the worke, hedoes not onely offer thee worke todoe, but he of- 


- fers his hand wich thee to the worke : while he bids thee be- 


leeve, his hand ſhall be with thee to make thee beleeve : This is 
the excellency and kindneſſe of the Covenant of grace , when 


. the Goſpel bids thee leave (in, it puts in thee anew nature, that 


is contrary to fin,to hate it more then hell ; If a man(to whom 
thou oweſt ſo much) bid thee pay him a thouſand pounds,and 
give thee the thouſand pounds in thy hand to pay him , now 
it isealie, Feſus Chriſt in the Goſpel does not onely ſay to thee, 
pay me what thou oweft mee. I am thy Saviour, beleeve in 
me, I come downe from heaven to dye for thee, come out of 
{11 to ſerve me; .I bought thee with a price, pay me downe 
thy C.1fe, thy ſervice which thou oweſt me. 1 ſay Jeſus Chrift 
doth not onely thus bid thee (poor fianer) beleeve in him, and 
cc.me out of in, bat hc is ready to give thee his grace and 


ſtrength 


£ 
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ftrength to make payment, Anew beart will I give thee, and a new 
ſpirit will Tput into thee: and therefore doe-nor ſay abſolutely, I 
carmot belceve, or I cannot come our of fin, for Jeſus Chriſt 
is ready to give thee thy thouſand pounds thou oweſthim,tiat 
thoumayft pay him out of his owne ſtock ; that thou mayſ} 
beleeve out of his treaſury, that thou mayſt come out of fin by 
his grace and mercy ; TheLord Jeſus offers his hand with 
thee ro the work : as Bernard tels us of "_ Eugenivs , that 
meeting with a poor bur honeſt Biſhop, he ſecretly gave him 
certaine Jewels wherewith he mighr- preſent him : So Jeſus 
Chriſt will give thee the Jewels of faith and repentance where- 
with chou mayft preſent him: If God did not furniſhus, we 
ſtbuld have nothing wherewith to honour him : The Father 
that gave thee Chriſt wil give thee faith to receive Jeſus Chriſt; 
and Jeſus Chrift that gave thee himſelfe,,” will give thee his 
ſptrit to draw thee to himſelfe, 

How ſhall we know our opportunities ? © 

Iwilllay downe but. ewo things before you. 

1 Conſult with the Lord: as it is ſaid of the children 
of Iſrael, that when the Gibeonites deceived them with a wile, 
and they ſpared their lives, whom they ſhould have deſtroyed, 


the Text faith, They asked not conn/ell at the mouth of the Lord; Joſhua 9.14. 


they had an opportunity here put into their hands to deftroy 
the Gibeonites, but they miſſed it, becauſe they did rior con+ 
ſult with the Lord : do but compare the ſeventh ve (e with the 
fourteenth, and you ſhall ſee how right a uian may gi1efſe of 
a thing ſometimes, and'yer want a clear lighe and diſcovery 
ofit; becauſe he doth nor adviſewiththe Lord ; in'the ſevemh: 
verſe, Said the men of Iſrael to the Hivites, peradventure you dwell 
amongſt us, and how' ſhall we make league with you ? here the [ſrae- 

lites did gueſſc aright, it was paſt(a peradventure) for they did” 
live among them; and therefore could not make a league 

with them : How right did they hic? how trae was their con- 
jeture? Now thelock of opportunity was before them, they 

might have laid hold upon it, but they were in the darke, and” 
walkt in'a cloud, not knowing who the Gibeonittes were, be» 

cauſe they ahed not counſell at the mouth of the Lord, (thar is) by 


- the high Pricſt putting on the breaſt-plate of judgement: 


whercin was the Urim and Thammin) tv the reaſon why we 
KROW NOt Our Opportunities is becauſe. we conſult not with 


the- . 


Ver. 4. 


(38) 


the Lord: as he is the maker of time, {o he is the revealer of 


timeunto us : Nay, Gods will to workeat ſuch a time, js that 
which makes an opportunity , as ſuppoſe a man in a cutipus 
Apple-tree or Plumb-tree ; your at —e to grther , and 
carry away fruit is, when it is his will to ſhake the tree, before 
or afteris no opportunicy : you may walke, and watch about 


' the tree, when he will ſhake downe the fruit, !but when he hath 


done ſhaking, your opportunity is done. So the Lord, who 
is the husbandman of his Church, he hath among all his other 
trees, planted the tree of time,and he himſelfe fits upon the top 
of the tree (as the God of time, thediſpoſer of rime) and when 
it is his will to ſhake the tree, then is your opportunity : So 
that if you would know your opprtunities you muſt conſult 
with the Lord, Lord, when wilt thou ſhake thy tree? when wile 
thou drop downe the fruit, that I may gather into my lap ? 

2 If you would not looſe any opportunity , apprehend e- 
very one ; as Abraham byentertaining ſtrangers, entertained 
Angels unawares : As a man that keeps an Inne, by enter- 
taining all travellers that come, oftentimes entertaines a No- 
ble-man, ora Prince; So if thou entertaine all opportuni. 
ties that come , thou ſhale at laſtentertaine che noble oppor- 
tunity, the Angel opportunity, the Prince of opportunities, 
the Soul-ſaving opportunity ; a thouſand to one thou ſhalt 
entertain Chrift at laſt ; asthe Inne at Bethlem that cntertain- 
ed all paſſengers, entertained Chriſt himſelf there. 

Sinners, I told you before, that God will at one hour or 0- 
ther come with a caſting com ; one command that ſhall 
have the caſting voice ; that It you obey not then, mercy 
will ſhut up ſhop,and trade with you no more, but give you up 
for ever; and thereforel ſay riow ifyqu would not looſe any. 
opporcunitity, take every opportunity, 

And now give my diſcourſe leavc tocaſt ſome beams of re- 
fletion upon that worthy Gentleman whom God hath taken 
from us : 'Tis our duty to ſpeak ſomeching of him : Though 
we bury his body, yet 'cis.not fic we ſhould bury his worth in a 
grave of filence and oblivion, and truly ( my beloved )I doe 
not thinke yeecan bury the ſweet remembrance of him ; Hee 
will live a long time after his death, though he be dead, yet he 
cannot dye, his name cannot expireſo ſoon : Oh ! that what 
good was in him might live afterhim to give us example: 


Hee 


(39) | 
- Hee was anexemplary patterne; when hee's laid in this grave hee] 
live above the grave, the ſweet _— ſpices of his lovely life and 
conve-rſation will imbalme him, and keep him unperiſht in your 
thoughts many years. I need not blazon his coat of arms(you may 
ſee them upon the ſable hearſe)the worth of his deſcent or luſtre ot 
his family, Et genus & proavos & que not fecimus ipſi; you did all ho- 
nour hin and know him, Mr.#/alcot of Walcot : belides that he was 
honored with the office of Juftice of Peace in his Country, & truly 
I thinke the office in ſome meaſure received honour from him, for 
he adorned it with his vertues : he moved in that ſphear for 
many years together,in which place both heand that worthy Gen- 
tleman,now with the Lord, M. Rich. More of Linley Eſq. (whom 
for honors ſake I cannot bur revive and mention ) In which place 
I fay (youall know)how they two uniting their beames togecher, 
refreſhed your countrey with the warmth of their influence ; exe- 
cuting Juſtice, relieving the poor, placing Orphans, puniſhing of- 
fendors, ſupprefling the prophanation of Sabbaths, countenancing 
the godly, ſupporting the courſe of godlinefſe and religion, hono- 
ring and backing the faichfull Miniſters of God, I well remember 
thoſe times, 1 ſpeak but what yee all know. 

He was alſo(having intereſtin ſo many Churches )as great an in- 
firument (I think) as any in the Countrey, to propagate the Golſ- 
pell, and preaching of the word. 

That excellent man of God Mr. Pjerſon of Brompton Bryan had a 
large room in this Gentlemans heart,and kind{cd that pious flame 
in him ; and when M.Pierſon dyed, this flame dyed not in this Gen- 
tlemans breaſt, till the oyle of his life waſted ; ſurely *twas a trac 
worke, it laſted in him. | 

It was his care to get as godly Minifters, and able as he could; 
and how dear were his Miniſters to him? I dare ſay , next to his 
wife and children, Firſt, he was a father to them : they were to 0- 
verſee the flock, and truly he would over -ſee them that they ſhould 
want nothing according to his ability, When they came to viſit 
him, his common quere was, [s it comfortable with you ? do you 
want ? tell me if you doe, let me know it? I would not have you 

diſcouraged, nor goe on drooping in Gods work. I ſpeak but truth 
themſelves are witnefles. 

He was a mirrour and example of temperance to all the Gentry 
in the countrey, 

I know no greater infirmity did lye upon him then timerouſnes, 

he had not that height of maſculine ſpirit web dwelt in ſome men: 

But my beloved, he that is without fin among you let him caſt 
the firſt ſtone, He 


And once 
a Member 
of the Par- 
liamear. 


40) 

He was as meek as a Lamb : a a might reprovehim;zan inferioue 
might boldly tell him where(he thought) he went awry. I never 
found any like him in this, he would ever love a man for it. 

As for Covetouſnes,] dare ſay he was not much acquainted with 
it; for 1 whenhehadan opportunity to exerciſe covetouſneſle 
in the diſpoſure of the Vicarage of Glun, he gave it me as freely as 
the Sun ſhines upon me in the day time; he was no mercenary Pa- 
tron. 2 Covetouſnes and mercy never dwell together; a cove- 
tous man cannot bea mercifull man; but he was a man made up of 

ity and mercy to the poor ; I (peak but what you all know ; the 
bellies of the hupgry , and the backs of the naked did every yeare 
proclaim his bounty and charity. 3 Beſides a covetous liver is no 
free giver in ſecret : a covetcus man, when he gives, will cauſe his 
gifts to run in a viſible channel to be ſeen of men;but(to my know- 
Iedge Jhe was a ſecret and hidden reliever of godly widdows and 
others that were in want;he refreſht their bowels with his hid trea- 
ſures ; he would ſend to know their indigencies and their ſtraits; 
they need not ſend to him, he would ſend to them. 4 Yet more, a 
covetous man is not a cheerfull man under loffes : but he was ſweet 
and ſmiling under all his lofſes. *Tis well knowne, theſe times 
frown'd upon him, and made him a great looſer, yet he had a moſt 
compoſed and contented heart under them , with a great deal of 
acquieſcence in God. 5 Belides,no man knew the dimenſions of his 
_ eſtatebetter then himſelf,ſo that knowing what I now do know, 1 
admire at his conſ)ant liberalicy. 

He was of a meek ſpirit,wonderful free from the tang of revenge z 
I know no man had ſuch a rare art of forgiving injuries as he had : 
if any had ſpoke ill of him,or done ill co him,he would be ſilent, % 
paſſe it by with this, They are but men,they ſhew themſelves to be men. 

He was a pattern.of patience under affliion;. Surely there was 
much worth in this Gentleman , your faces ſpeak ſuch ſadneſſc 
for his loſſe and departure; Methinks I read a ſad love-- and lo« 
ving ſadneſlſe written upon. your faces for him. 

Ic may be ſome may think , that in ſetting out his graces and 
his works, that I place ſome merit in theſe things : No, I doe not, 
and therefore let me te]l you, that when he was like to dye before, 
(for now God took him ſuddenly he uttered this ſpeech, when he 
ſaw his dear wife and ſervants weeping before him ; Iby doe yee 
weep thus ? cannot a man dye without all this adoe? and fayth hee, [ 
doe rely wholly upan the righteouſneſſe of Feſus Chriſt ; an4 recove- 
ring that time; hedid renounce all his own works that ever he 
h:d done,deliring to be accepted in Chriſt, 


And 


(41 , 

And thus I have 2one GrakSee him, and ſo ſpeaking longer 
to you; only I would entreat you fo pray for his family : He hath 
been an inftrument of good unto the countrey,and now he is gone, 
pray for his Family, pray good on his Family ; that much good 
may ſtill come out of that Family. 

And what ſhall we fay of our ſelves? what (}all I ſay to you ? 
I fay _ as I did before, Looſe not your opportuniries : ſhall 
we ſuffer the time tocondemn us, that was given to ſave us? we 
muſt either be ſaved in ir, or condemned in it : ah then ! let us time 
our buſineſſe aright for heaven : you that have no grace, get it : I 
ſay, get it 3 you that have any grace, uſe it for God, and increaſe 
ic : uſe your grace to Gods glory : a& more grace, and get more 
grace. It is a ſad ſigne when men doe not goon in grace ; the righ- 
teouſneſle of God ( (aith Paul) is revealed from faith to faith; That 
is, they which have faith, ſhall have more faith : therefore this is a 
fearfull ſigne that we have no faith norgrace, if God doth not in- 
creaſe our faith and grace in us. 

Againe,If men will fleep and doe no good,God comes and takes 
a nay their gifts : Take bis Talent from him (faith Chriſt) from the un- 
. profitable ſervant,in AF.26.18. You have God opening eyes,in Tſa.6, 
10.you have God ſhutting eyes,in Job.15. 1. you have God Creſſing 
trees, in Mat.3. 10. you have God hewing down trees, and in Mat. 
21, thgre you have him curſing the tree,N: v7 fruit grow on thee here« 
«fter : If thou negleC prayer God will take away the gifc of pray- 
er; if you will not exerciſe repentance, God will take away re-» 
pentance it ſclfe from thee; thy graces ſhall drop away one after 
another, and ane vertue dye after another, untill the Soul dye too. 
Thus doth God {mice the unproficable ſervant, that crumbl: s away 
his time here, his opportunities here, and a&z nor for God : Take 
away from him, even that which be hath; and then as the figeree began 
to wither, ſodoe his gifts begin to flag and paice in him; as ifa 
worme were ſtill gnawing at them, his knowledge looſeth its 
relliſh, like a dying mans palate; his judgement in him ruſts like a 
ſword that is not uſed : His Faich wirhereth as if it were blaſted, & 
the Image of death is upon all his profeſſion 3 hethinks(like Samp- 
Jonto pray as he did, 8 ſpeak as he did; he ſhakes himſelf ro duty as 
at Other times, but his ſtrength is gone from him. Wo to the Soul 
of ſuch a one; Soul-lofſes,-and Soul- Judgements are the worſt, 

In one word, Sinners, wing your haſt, d-lay not, bur home to 
God : your opportunities are flying, fly you as faſt home to God : 
let me argue the caſe with you as Abrahan did with Ged, perad- 
venture(faith he )chere b: 50 righteous in Sodom, peradycntue 30, 
perad- 


Rom.1.17 


Mat- 25. 
28. 


Verſe 29; 


Can WE 
-peratventurebut 10,and wilc wt not ſpare it for theſe ? as Abrqs. 
ham reckoned up the righteous that might have bin in Sodom, ſo gite 
me leave to number your days ; it may be thou haſt 30 years yeetto. 
live,and wilt thou not ſerve God 20 years for a Crown of glory? 
20 years ſervice is too little for ſo great a Crown of glory : when 
thou com'ſt co dye, thou would'ſt be ſaved for ever, and wilt thou; 
not ſerve out 20 years to be ſaved an eternity? It may be thou” 
haſt but 10 years yet to live, and wilt thou not ſerve God 10 years, : 
whwu haſt ſerved a luſt twice 10 ? It may bethou haſt but » years yer: 
ro live, an apprentiſe ſerves out 7 years for a trade, and wilt thou” 
not ſerve7 years for an heaven? face ſerved twice 7 for Racbel,and” 
wilt thou nor ſerve one 5 for Chriſt ? It may be there are butr'five 
cards in all left in thedeck, but 5 years yet to live, nay, it may þ 
but 5 months, nay, it may be bur five weeks, nay it may be but five 
days, nay, it may be but five hours, as ſoon as you are come home 
from burying the dead, you (ir may be) may return your ſelves to 
be buried, ah then ! is it not time for you to make haſt ? you thar 
have no grace, yet a little while, and you may looſeheaven, ( and 
is it not time then for you to make haſt? Jand you that have grace, 
yet alittle whileand you may arrive at heaven (and is it not time 
alſo for you ro make haſt ? Jup then and be doing : you Saints, T 
ſay, up and bedaing, it may be your worke is almoſt at an endy 
be not weary, pluck up your ſpirits ; he which is tyred carcrawh: 
a lictle way ; a little farther put on, a little farther yer, one ſtep! 
more for a Kingdom. | 
Laſtly, 1 would charge every one of you that have heard me 
this day, notto gather from any thing I have ſaid, that his oppor» 
tunitie is paſt : forme upno ſuch concluſion : Idoenot, I darenot * 
ſay to the vileſt (inner, that his opportunitrie is paſt : c—_ thine 
oppportunitie be pafling away, yet Idoenot ſay ir is paſt away? 
-this Sermon is not to (ſhut any Sinner out of Heaven, but to hafteni 
him towards heaven: becauſe you have loſt ſo many opportunities, - 
I would haſten you to come into Chrift , whilſt there are any 
yet left : becaufe opportunties may be loft, I would quicken you - 
to come in, before all are gone : Sinner, yet take Chriſt, and God 
will yet receive thee; repent now, and God will fave thee now. 
Say not, thy opportunity is gone, for God cals thee, linger andde» | 
lay no longer; becauſe opportunity will be gone. 


Deo ſol; Gloria. 


